
READING GUIDE                                                                                                                
1st South Carolina Volunteers of African Descent 

FIRST HAND ACCOUNTS 
Reminiscences of My Life in Camp                  

Susie King Taylor (available for free online) 

Army Life in a Black Regiment                  

Thomas Wentworth Higginson 

“Wartime Letters from Seth Rogers, M.D.” 

by Seth Rogers, 1st SC Regimental Surgeon 

(available for free online) 

BOOKS ABOUT THE 1ST SOUTH 
Nineteenth Century Freedom Fighters           

Bennie J. McCrae, Cheryl Trowbridge 

Miller & Curtis Miller  

An We Ob Jubilee by John Saucer 

Firebrand of Liberty by Stephen V. Ash 

SCHOLARLY DISSERTATIONS 
“Wounds that Bind: A Comparative Study of the 

Role Played by Civil War Veterans of African           
Descent in Community Formation in Massachusetts 

and South Carolina, 1865-1915” 
 

Lisa Y. King, Howard University Dissertation                                          
available through Proquest.com 

“Private Wrongs: A Hidden History of the American 
Civil War's First Black Union Regiment” 

 

Wyatt Erchak, Carnegie Mellon University Dissertation               
Forthcoming 2025 

LOCAL HISTORIES 

Sea Island Diary: A History of                           

St. Helena Island                                                         

Edith M. Dabbs  

Gawd Dun Smile Pun We:                                

Beaufort Isles                                                                   

Marquetta L. Goodwine 

They Served: Stories of the US Colored 
Troops from Hilton Head, SC                                 

The Heritage Library, Hilton Head 
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