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Matilda Williams’s Life

Matilda was born on
April 9, 1833

While Matilda wasn’t part of the
military herself, her husband
was a U.S.C.T. musician,

named Joseph Williams.

Matilda worked as a washer
once her husband died. But she

did own the house she lived in.

Matilda died on December 15th,
1920, in Savannah, GA
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Paul Jones (1830-1905)

Paul Jones was born in Ladies Island as a slave owned by one John
Porteus

o  One of 50 slaves
o Lived on Ladies Island until passing away in 1905

He enlisted in the Union Army in 1862, serving in the 33rd United States
Colored Infantry until being discharged in 1865

o Formed in 1862 in South Carolina, was the first black regiment formally organized by the Union (under Colonel Thomas

Wentworth Higginson)
o  Saw action in Charleston, Savannah, and Augusta, was mustered out in 1866

He went on to serve in the 1st Regiment South Carolina Infantry after the

Civil War
Was a farmer after his military retirement, starting a family in

Beaufort/Ladies Island

o Got married to Fannie Jones in April of 1865
o Had four children: Rinah Lee, Lizzie Brown, Lexinder Singleton, Morris Jones
o Had rheumatoid arthritis in both knees from military service, suffered rheumatoid arthritis in right shoulder and breathing

problems (accompanied by heart flutters) after his service



Colonel Thomas Wentworth Higginson (left) &
Unidentified Troops (right)
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WAS ENSLAVED 3 STREETS AWAY

-Born in Beaufort approx. 1833, Died 1894

‘House Servant during antebellum period,
enlisted as a soldier in Oct 1862

-Originally known as 1st South Carolina Volunteer
Infantry, the unit later changed its name to 33"
United States Colored Infantry (aka “USCT")

‘He had numerous infractions of being absent
without leave during his enlistment. Yet, stayed
within high standing in the unit.

-He saw service as a Teamster on Folly Island
outside of Charleston. He had a cataract removed
from his eye there.
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AWARDED A
PENSION

-FOR-

“DISEASE OF EYES”

6 DOLLARS PER
MONTH IN 1890
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Biographical

Overview

Name: Elizabeth McKnight
Date of Birth: Circa 1844
Place of Birth: South Carolina
Race: Black

Spouse: Toby McKnight (Veteran,
34th USCT)

(Ellrllildren: Sarah Ann, Caesar, Lulu,
a

Occupation: Housekeeper

Residence (1880): Duke Street,
Beaufort, South Carolina

Literacy: Could not read or write

Military Connection: Testified in her
husband's Civil War pension case

Place of Death / Date of
Death: Unknown
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Significance
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Black women as civic participants
Federal pension testimony as 0 e R g

empowerment

Post-emancipation agency
through legal systems
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