
SESSION 4

Case of  Elizabeth Laney, No. 503981
On this 26th day of April, 2025 at USC Beaufort’s Center 

for the Arts, County of Beaufort, State of South Carolina…
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USCT Pension Records
Basic Facts

- VETERANS could apply for an 
Invalid Pension based on a 
disability occurred in 
service.

- WIDOWS,  PARENTS, SIBLINGS 
& MINOR CHILDREN who 
were dependent on the 
veteran could apply for a 
pension.

- NEW LAWS, enacted every 
decade or so, could expand 
eligibility for pensions. 

Pensions can be 
between anywhere 
from 10 to 200 pages. 

May contain interviews 
with the pensioner, their 
family, their neighbors, 
acquaintances, 
business associates, 
former owners & more.

Most interviews were 
taken between 1880 & 
1910.  

Held by the National 
Archives in Washington, 
DC.



My husband never owned and land or property; we didn’t 
own any horses or cows; never owned more than a sow 

and a litter of pigs and a few hens. We didn’t have to pax 
taxes, we didn’t have any money; sometimes we’d have a 

little produce and take it to Bluffton to trade it off for 
stuff we needed, but we didn’t get any money.

Linda Ford
Mother of Company K’s

London Simmons & Minus Kirk



My mother was named Rosa Bowen. She belonged to my 
owner. Both of my parents are dead. I have no brothers or 
sisters living. My mother had 25 children. All are dead but 

me. She had twins three times and triplets three times.

Jonas Trewell
Private, Company B

Son of Rosa Bowen of St. Helena Island







I was passed as a laundress, and I used 
to bake pies & cakes & my son Sam’l 
Benjamin, sold them to the soldiers. 

Patience M. Morse
Widow of Sgt. Samuel Morse, Company I



We were required to marry by Col. Higgins 
before he would allow the women to go into 

camp or follow the army. 

Jane Small Manigault
Widow of Ishmael Small, Company C





My parents belonged to a Mr. Parkman and I of course 
became his slave at my birth. Matilda Williams

I was born on this, Sapelo Island, the slave of Tom 
Spalding and I remained his slave until freedom. Nancy 
Maxwell

I belong to the Kirk Plantation and I’ve never been away 
from it since. Linda Ford

In slavery times, I was a slave and belonged to John 
Talbird and was raised up here in Beaufort. Diana Grayson

Enslavement



Tom and I with Moses & David and my daughter Leveny, 
Bacchus Lance & several others, ran away from 
Georgetown on a Yankee boat… Judah Taylor

When [my husband] took us to the Yankees, we went by 
way of gunboat to St. Simon’s Island. Patience M. Morse

Freedom!



I am not able to tell how old I am, but Clarence Chaplin 
now in Beaufort, S.C. is my master’s son and maybe he 
could tell. Mary Mulligan

To the best of my knowledge and belief I was born in the 
year 1810. I got the date of my birth from a white 
neighbor who had a record of it. I was the same age with 
their Grand father. I was owned by them before the war 
and bought the land I now own and live on from them. 
Martina Graham

I can’t locate any of my white people at the present time. 
Jane Hearns

Antebellum Legacies



USCT Pension Records
INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA

- About 20 digitized pensions, mainly 1st SCVAD / 33rd USCT
- Access to additional100+ pensions, mainly 34th USCT & 

other SC regiments
- Finding Aid for ALL known online 1st SCVAD / 33rd USCT 

pensions
- Email isre@uscb.edu for list of available pensions. 

CENTER FOR FAMILY HISTORY AT THE INTERNATIONAL AFRICAN 
AMERICAN MUSEUM

- 1000+ pensions from USCT regiments across the United 
States, currently a concentration on South Carolina & 
Kentucky pensions. 

- Visit their website https://iaamuseum.org/center-for-family-
history/ and look for “Digital Archives.”

FOLD3.COM ($)

- Contains a small number of USCT 
widows’ pensions in their “US, Civil 
War Widows’ Pension, 1861-1910.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES ONLINE CATALOG

- Contains 100+ pensions for the 1st 
SCVAD digitized by volunteers

- Some digitized pensions for other 
regiments.

- Visit online: 
https://catalog.archives.gov/ & use 
keyword searches like “33rd U.S. 
colored” or other regiment 
designation to find pensions.

mailto:isre@uscb.edu
https://iaamuseum.org/center-for-family-history/
https://iaamuseum.org/center-for-family-history/
https://catalog.archives.gov/


Learn more at uscb.edu/isre.

Research Initiatives



1869-1872 SC Teacher’s Reports @ SC Archives



Enrich. Inspire. Learn.
Are You a Teacher?
Want to get these pension records and stories in front of YOUR students? We can make the 
records available for a variety of classes, disciplines & grade levels. 

Want to share the story of the US Colored Troops with Your 
Community?
We have a variety of presentations available that we can bring to YOUR community. 

Do You Need Help Tracing a USCT Ancestor?
We can help get your started or make suggestions to advance your research. 

Reach out to isre@uscb.edu to learn more.

mailto:isre@uscb.edu

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

