DEBORAH J. COHAN, Ph.D.
dcohan@uscb.edu
www.deborahjcohan.com

Education:
Brandeis University
Ph.D., Department of Sociology, February 2005.

Joint Master of Arts in Women’s Studies and Sociology, May 2002.

Dissertation: “Rage and the Sociological Imagination.” Dissertation committee chair: Gordon
Fellman, Brandeis University; George Ross, Brandeis University; Outside reader: Emily Kane,
Chair of the Department of Sociology at Bates College.

University of Texas-Austin
Master of Arts in Sociology, August 1994,
Masters thesis: “Men Who Batter: The Social Context of Tolerance.”

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and Certificate in Women’s Studies

Graduated with Distinction, May 1992.

Senior thesis: “Children in Transit: The Impact of Discontinuity and Homelessness on Children
at Risk.”

Additional Graduate Training:

Radcliffe College Graduate Consortium in Women’s Studies

Completed courses titled, “Gender, Representation and Social Control” and “Feminist Methods
and Social Research”

Boston College
Completed course titled, “Black and Third World Women.”

Areas of Specialization:

Public Sociology; Gender; Domestic Violence; Sexual Violence; Family; Race/Ethnicity; Body;
Sociology of Emotions; Scholarship of Teaching and Learning; Feminist Pedagogy; and Creative
Nonfiction/Memoir.

Full-Time Faculty Positions:
University of South Carolina Beaufort
Department of Social Sciences and Humanities




Professor (2021-Present)

Associate Professor (2017-2021)

Assistant Professor (2012-2017)

Carrying a 4/4 load with approximately 105-130 students per semester; advising majors.

Regis College, 2008-2010
Department of Sociology
Assistant Professor (tenure-track)
Carried a 4/4 load

Connecticut College, 2007-2008

Department of Sociology

Visiting Assistant Professor

Carried a 3/2 load and maintained an undergraduate advising load of approximately 20 students.
Also, supervised a senior independent study on the topic of the political economy of Black
women.

Suffolk University, 2006-2007 (Replacement for a faculty member on medical leave)
Departments of Sociology and Women’s Studies

Visiting Assistant Professor

Carried a 3/3 load; Advising included 40 students.

Framingham State College, Fall 2005 (Temporary position; fall semester only for sabbatical
replacement)

Department of Sociology

Visiting Assistant Professor

University of Connecticut-Storrs, 2002-2005

School of Family Studies

Assistant Professor-In-Residence

Maintained a 3/2 load and undergraduate advising of about 30 students. Contributed the highest
number of writing intensive courses to the curriculum while there. Supervised 12 independent
study projects. Supervised graduate teaching assistants. Implemented an undergraduate teaching
assistant program and mentored 12 students in this. Also, the family violence course that |
designed involved the coordination and supervision of a symposium on violence awareness and
prevention, with events and activities designed by students enrolled in the family violence
classes and offered to the entire campus and community.

Part-Time Faculty Positions and Other Academic Employment Experiences:
University of Massachusetts-Boston, Spring 2010, Fall 2011, and Spring 2012

Department of Sociology

Lecturer




Harvard University, 2007-2009

« Women, Gender, and Sexuality Program

Lecturer for combined undergraduate and graduate level courses; supervised a graduate teaching
fellow.

« Committee on Degrees in Social Studies

Senior Thesis Adviser for ethnographic project on survivors’ experiences of domestic violence in
rural Montana. Summer 2008-Spring 2009. Project nominated for Hoopes Prize, the highest
undergraduate honor at Harvard.

Northeastern University, 2004
Department of Sociology
Visiting Assistant Professor for graduate seminar

Curry College, 2000
Departments of Criminal Justice and Sociology
Lecturer

University of Wisconsin—Madison, 1999
Women’s Studies Program
Lecturer

Tufts University, 1995-1999

Department of Sociology and Women’s Studies Program

* Lecturer (1996-1999)

* Second reader for senior thesis about rape and war. (Spring 1999)
* Teaching Assistant (Fall 1995-Spring 1996)

Framingham State College, 1997
Department of Sociology
Lecturer

Wheaton College, 1996

Department of Sociology

Lecturer; also organized and led a symposium on violence against women for the campus and
community to raise awareness and promote social change.

Brandeis University, 1994-1999

» Graduate Assistant for Writing Skills; involved teaching writing skills on an individual and
group basis to low income and first-generation college students; also involved creating and
presenting writing workshops, Office of Student Support Services and Student Enrichment. (Fall
1999)

* Advisor for undergraduate senior thesis on college students’ interpretations of feminism.
(Spring 1998)



* Graduate student mentor for undergraduate senior honors thesis on race relations at Brandeis.

(Spring 1996)
» Writing Lab Instructor (Fall 1995)
» Reader/Grader for American Studies Department (Spring 1995)

* Teaching Assistant in Women’s Studies Department (Fall 1994)

Courses Taught (26 different courses):

» Introduction to Sociology (I have taught this in three formats: in person, hybrid, and fully
online)

» Social Problems (I have taught this in person and as a hybrid)

» Sociological Theory (I have taught this both in person and online)

» American Society

* Senior Research Seminar

* Values, Interests and Conflicts

» Deviance and Social Control (I have taught this both in person and online)

* Protest and Social Change (Social Movements)

* Changing Families / Sociology of the Family/ Families in Society (taught as writing intensive
also)

* Intimacy and Violence (also called Family Violence and Violence Against Women at some
institutions)

* Oppression, Prejudice, and Discrimination

* Cultural Diversity and Human Needs

 Minority Group Relations (I have taught this both in person and online, and also as a hybrid)

* Off the Page and Into the World: Feminist Praxis in the Community, an activity-based learning
course (similar to service learning with a supervised internship component)

* Women in Society

+ Sex and Gender/Introduction to Gender Studies

* Diversity Among Women

» Women, Science, and Society

* Sociology of the Body (I have taught this both in person and online)

» Sociology of Food (taught online)

* Sociology of Love and Intimacy (taught online)

* Sociology of Adulting (taught online)

* Introduction to Women’s Studies

* Feminist Theory and Practice

» Whiteness and the Politics of Feminism

» Writing course partnered with a Sociology course titled Obligations of Social Solidarity

Research Positions:

June 2001-June 2002

Research Assistant for Emily Kane, Professor and Chair of Sociology Department, Bates
College




Responsibilities included: recruiting subjects and conducting in-depth qualitative interviews for a
project on parents’ experiences with sons and daughters. Contributed to analysis of emerging
themes and patterns.

September 1993 — May 1994

Research Assistant for Sarah Weddington, Lawyer for Roe vs. Wade and University of
Texas Government Professor

Responsibilities included: finding, documenting, analyzing, and discussing the most recent and
germane research on a variety of topics pertinent to a book and class on leadership.

Publications:

Books:
The Complete U: Over 100 Lessons for Success in and out of the College Classroom, A
Professor Tells You Everything You Need to Know. Mango Publishing. 2025.

Welcome to Wherever We Are: A Memoir of Family, Caregiving, and Redemption. Rutgers
University Press, 2020.
Audiobook, Tantor Audio, Summer 2020

Book Reviews:

“With scrupulous honesty, and what Deborah so beautifully calls “tender curiosity,” this is a journey toward reconciliation with
the ambivalence she felt towards an emotionally abusive father. She winds up with love. Her memoir is an inspiration.”-- Abigail
Thomas, New York Times Bestselling Author, What Comes Next and How to Like It: A Memoir and A Three Dog Life

“Cohan’s beautifully-nuanced book is an important addition to a distinctly American strain of memoir that seeks to fully explore
family dynamics with all of its complications, glories, travails, and facing mortality. This is a slice of life that is both wide and
deep.”-- Sue William Silverman, author of Because I Remember Terror, Father, I Remember You

“Welcome to Wherever We Are is a memoir of a difficult family, a relationship between a father and a daughter. It involves
abuse, dislike, love and a great deal of caring. It is a memoir, but one guided by the sociological lens of writer Deborah Cohan.
She offers us a personal story set in the context of complicated family relationships in contemporary American society.”--
Barbara J. Risman, Sociologist and co-editor of Families as They Really Are

"Love the sinner, hate the sin: thus, unfurls Cohan's memoir. Fractional love and uncomfortable rage toward her father blend with
her longing for his abusive behavior to disappear and leave only the often extraordinary father. Cohan's crystalline honest prose
brings the reader inside the dilemma of caring for an aging parent who brought her torment laced with love and magic--what is it
like to adore, fear, and protect yourself from the father you feared and cherished?"-- Randy Susan Meyers, author of The
Murderer’s Daughters and Waisted

"Deborah Cohan has written a brave and beautiful memoir....not ‘beautiful’ in the sense of pretty or lovely or sugarcoated in any
way. Beautifully written, yes, but also beautiful in its raw, graphic honesty—that is, in the sense that truth is beauty. There is
much hard-won wisdom in these pages--wisdom gleaned from Cohan’s years of caregiving for an abusive parent--and it will
benefit those who find themselves navigating that rocky terrain. But this is also a story about life and death, love and loss, and the
complicated nature of family and relationship. Which makes Welcome to Wherever We Are a universal story, one with wisdom
for us all." -- Abby Seixas, author of Finding the Deep River Within

The book has been featured in the following round-up/best lists:

e  She Reads, Most Anticipated Memoirs of 2020: https://shereads.com/most-anticipated-memoirs-of-2020/

She Reads, 11 Memoirs by Unbreakable Women: https://shereads.com/memaoirs-by-unbreakable-women/

Ms. Magazine, February 2020 Reads: https://msmagazine.com/2020/02/03/february-2020-reads-for-the-rest-of-us/

Best Domestic Violence Books List: https://www.domesticshelters.org/resources/books/abuse-survivor-stories


https://shereads.com/most-anticipated-memoirs-of-2020/
https://shereads.com/memoirs-by-unbreakable-women/
https://msmagazine.com/2020/02/03/february-2020-reads-for-the-rest-of-us/
https://www.domesticshelters.org/resources/books/abuse-survivor-stories

The book was reviewed by the following national media outlets:

e BuzzFeed: https://www.google.com/amp/s/iwww.buzzfeednews.com/amphtml/wendyjfox/21-great-books-from-small-
presses-to-read-now

e  Ms. Magazine: https://msmagazine.com/2020/03/12/in-new-memoir-deborah-j-cohan-explores-the-complexities-of-
love-illness-and-parental-abuse/

e  Chicago Tribune: https://www.chicagotribune.com/columns/heidi-stevens/ct-heidi-stevens-coronavirus-welcome-to-
wherever-we-are-book-0331-20200331-hfnbmefz7jdffavxle5tpu6j7i-story.html

e  The Cleveland Plain Dealer: https://www.cleveland.com/living/2020/02/author-and-shaker-heights-native-deborah-j-
cohan-to-discuss-her-new-book-welcome-to-wherever-we-are.html

e  Atlanta Journal-Constitution: https://www.ajc.com/lifestyles/girldad-nice-sentiment-but-might-come-with-mixed-
emotions/sSVEQg8IX35QBA8FNsWjUON/

e  The Boston Globe: https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/03/05/arts/greater-boston-author-readings-march-8-14/

Excerpts from the book appear in:

* Ms. Magazine, July 7, 2021.
https://msmagazine.com/2021/07/07/welcome-to-wherever-we-are-memoir-family-caregiving-dad-father-love-trauma-child-
abuse/

* Ravishly, February 13, 2020: https://www.ravishly.com/phone-calls-excerpt-welcome-wherever-we-are

Book reviews in scholarly journals:

* The Association of Anthropology, Gerontology, and the Life Course, September 2022.
http://anthropologyandgerontology.com/book-review-cohan/

« Contexts, Volume 21, Issue 2, June 2022. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/15365042221107666
« Sociological Forum, Volume 37, Issue 1, March 2022. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/socf.12794

« Psychology of Women Quarterly, Volume 46, Issue 1, January 2022.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/03616843211038497

Other coverage of the book:

Cleveland Jewish News: https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/briefs/arts_briefs/former-shaker-heights-
resident-deborah-j-cohan-to-sign-book/article_5947321c-482d-11ea-a7e7-2b8ebceadf45.html

e Akron Beacon Journal: https://www.beaconjournal.com/entertainment/20200212/book-talk-heres-proof-that--
cleveland-rocks

e  Poets & Writers: https://www.pw.org/literary_events/deborah_j_cohan

Wisconsin Isthmus: https://isthmus.com/events/deborah-j-cohan/

Book Tour (events were suspended after March 15 due to COVID-19)

Barnes & Noble, Woodmere, Ohio, February 16, 2020

Literary Cleveland, taught a memoir writing class, February 17, 2020

The Book Cellar Chicago, lllinois, February 20, 2020

A Room of One’s Own, Madison, Wisconsin, February 21, 2020

Sociology Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, spoke with thirty graduate students about public
sociology and the job market, February 24, 2020

OLLI, March 4, 2020

e  Zonta Hilton Head, March 5, 2020
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e  Brookline Booksmith, March 11, 2020
e Delicious Reads, Hub City Bookstore, Spartanburg, March 15, 2020

My book was selected among 20 for the 180 Day Discovery Party for SIBA, the Southern Independent Booksellers Alliance,
September 13, 2019. (for books launching within six months of 9/13/19); the event included a book signing of advance reader
copies, Spartanburg, SC.

Online Literary Events (Virtual During COVID-19):
e Interview with Zibby Owens, Creator of the podcast, Moms Don’t Have Time to Read Books, March 23, 2020
Interview with Madeline Dyer, Writer, United Kingdom, March 24, 2020
West Palm Beach Book Club, West Palm Beach, FL, March 25, 2020
International Jewish Book Council, July 14, 2020
Malaprops Bookstore Asheville, NC, August 26, 2020
Ethics Committee, Henry Ford Health System, Bloomfield, MI, November 5, 2020
Gerontology Class, Central Connecticut State University, taught by Dr. Christina Barmon, December 1, 2020
TGI: The Greatest Indoor Online Reading Series, January 22, 2021.
Mandel JCC, Beachwood, OH, Local Authors Event (born and raised in Cleveland and invited back), February 7,
2021
Hub City Bookshop, A Conversation about Writing with Sue William Silverman, February 25, 2021
Spanish River Book Club, Boca Raton, FL, March 3, 2021
Pat Conroy Literary Center, Beaufort, SC, October 5, 2021
Fort Worth Texas Public Library, Fort Worth Texas, January 26, 2022
Ryerson University, Toronto, Canada, February 8, 2022
Los Angeles Public Library and the University of Southern California, February 8, 2022
New York Public Library, May 18, 2022

Other Books in Progress:
1) The Grief of a Teacher: What’s Involved and What's at Stake in Teaching About
Intimacy, the Body and Violence
2) Mother in the Abstract: A Memoir of Creativity and the Re-Making of a Self

Book Chapters in Print:
* “This is What I Grieve Now” in COVID-19: Surviving a Pandemic, chapter in volume edited
by J. Michael Ryan, Routledge. 2023.

* “The Subtlety of Simultaneity: A Lesson for Educators” in Pandemic Pedagogies: Teaching
and Learning During the COVID-19 Pandemic, chapter in volume edited by J. Michael Ryan,
Routledge. 2022.

* “Rethinking What We Value: Pandemic Pedagogy and the Art of Letting Go” in COVID-19:
Social Consequences and Cultural Adaptations, lead chapter in volume edited by J. Michael
Ryan, Routledge. December 2020.

* “Gender, Intimacy, and Violence,” in Social Studies of Gender: A Next Wave Reader, edited by
Christine V. Wood, Cognella Academic Publishing. Online Summer 2020, Print 2021.

* “Violence, Rage, Creativity and the Re-birth of the Self,” in Violent States: Individual to
International Creative States: Overcoming Violence. Editors: John Adlam, James Gilligan,
Tilman Kluttig, Bandy X. Lee and John L. Young. Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2018.



* “Rage and Activism: The Promise of Black Lives Matter” in Violence Against Black Bodies:
An Intersectional Analysis on Why Black Lives Continue to Matter, edited by Sandra Weissinger,
Dwayne Mack and Elwood Watson. Routledge. 2017.

* “Learning for a Change: Rage and the Promise of the Feminist Classroom,” in Teaching Sex
and Gender in Contemporary America, edited by Kristin Haltinner and Ryanne Pilgeram.
Springer Press. May 2016. http://www.springer.com/jp/book/9783319303628

* “The Gold Pen,” essay in anthology titled, Letting Go: Feminist and Social Justice Insights and
Activism, co-edited by Catherine Valentine and Donna King, Vanderbilt University Press 2015.
The Utne Reader selected this chapter for reprinting and it ranked as one of their “most
popular” articles on their website.
http://www.utne.com/mind-and-body/dementia-and-the-gold-pen-ze0z1604zsel.aspx

* “Patriarchy Encourages Violence Against Women,” in Violence Against Women, edited book
by Karen F. Balkin, Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2004.

Peer-Reviewed Articles in Scholarly Journals:

* “McDonald’s Changed the World, McDonaldization Changed Sociology,” Celebrating George
Ritzer’s Theory of McDonaldization, Festschrift in Thesis 11. Edited by J. Michael Ryan, Chris
Rojek, and Peter Beilharz. Sage Publications. Article has been accepted. Forthcoming in 2025.

* “It’s Time to Make Our Way Home: How Contingent Labor Practices Impact Transformative
Possibilities of Teaching about Violence Against Women,” accepted for a special issue of
Violence Against Women: An International and Interdisciplinary Journal on transforming
campus cultures and activism to end gender-based violence. Vol. 25, No. 11. August 2019 online
and September 2019 in print. Six articles accepted for this special issue among 65 submissions.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1077801219844601?journal Code=vawa

* “Considering Rage and Gender in Donald Glover’s ‘This is America’” in the journal,
Anthropology Now, Vol. 10, No.2, September 2018. Pp. 106-111.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19428200.2018.1494461

* “Writing Grabs Back: Creativity, Resistance and Activism in the Trump Era” in
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Equality and Diversity, Vol. 3, No. 1, pp. 1-9, Spring 2017.
Special issue on the election of Donald Trump and the women’s marches._
http://journals.hw.ac.uk/index.php/IPED/article/view/52/26

* “It’s S’More Than All That!: Gender Benders and the Creation of Feminist Community at
USCB,” co-authored with Kimberly Cavanagh, Ph.D., Feminist Teacher, Vol. 25, No.2-3, pp-
124-138. Spring 2016.

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/femteacher.25.2-3.0124

 “The Grief of a Teacher: Trauma, Dis/connection and Institutional Paradox,” in The E-Journal
of Public Affairs, Special Issue on Higher Education’s Role in Preventing and Responding to
Gender Based Violence, September 2015.
https://ejopa.missouristate.edu/index.php/ejournal/article/view/78/90
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* “Sugar,” The Journal of Life Writing; special issue entitled Writing the Father; Taylor and
Francis/Routledge. February 2014, print version; September 2013, online version.
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14484528.2013.838736#.UuiwkXn0BZg

» “Research on Violence Against Women: Creating Survivor—Informed Collaborations,” co-
authored with Susan Fineran, Mary Gilfus, Lisa Hartwick, Susan Jensen, Robin Spath, Journal of
Violence Against Women: An International and Interdisciplinary Journal, October 1999, special
issue on collaborative research on violence against women.
http://vaw.sagepub.com/content/5/10/1194.short

Public Sociology Writing:

» Invited to write for Psychology Today, https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/social-lights
(I have written 175 articles since Spring 2016 and have well over two million hits)

Note: As a result of the success of my articles for Psychology Today, | have been invited to
participate in a range of interviews including radio interviews on KGO-AM RADIO, out of San
Francisco, California, CJAD 800, #1 News Station in Montreal, Canada and Kansas Public
Radio.

* Invited to become a contributing writer for Ms. Magazine, beginning Summer 2021.

* Published essay on the importance of mentoring graduate students to engage in public
scholarship, in Inside Higher Ed, October 4, 2024.
https://www.insidehighered.com/opinion/career-advice/advancing-faculty/2024/10/04/why-grad-
schools-should-push-public-scholarship

* Published essay on student disclosure and meaning-making, in Inside Higher Ed, August 13,
2024.  https://lwww.insidehighered.com/opinion/career-advice/teaching/2024/08/13/need-help-
students-make-meaning-painful-disclosures

* Published essay on identity and belonging, in Newsweek, June 6, 2024.
https://www.newsweek.com/i-feel-like-ive-never-belonged-anywhere-1908462?ref=upstract.com

* Published essay, with Dr. Barbara J. Risman, on cultivating joy in writing, Inside Higher Ed,
April 19, 2024. https://www.insidehighered.com/opinion/career-advice/2024/04/19/why-
academics-should-see-writing-their-own-art-form-opinion

* Published essay on reimagining the tenure and promotion process, in Inside Higher Ed, March
16, 2023. https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2023/03/17/making-tenure-and-promotion-
process-more-productive-opinion

* Published essay on emotional labor and intimacy, in Newsweek, February 14, 2023.
https://www.newsweek.com/relationships-romance-hard-work-sociologist-play-1780811
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* Selected for publication in the Tiny Love Stories Page-A-Day 2023 Calendar from my piece
initially published in The New York Times Modern Love/Tiny Love Stories column, October 12,
2021. (The acceptance rate is less than 1% of submissions received).
https://www.amazon.com/Tiny-Love-Stories-Page-Calendar/dp/1523515724

 Published essay on creativity and academia, in Inside Higher Ed, September 23, 2022.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2022/09/23/how-and-why-cultivate-your-creativity-
academe-opinion

* Published essay on violence, creativity, and art-making in The Good Men Project, September
11, 2022. https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/vandalism-art-making-and-re-making-
kpkn/

* Published essay on friendship, love, and the pandemic in The Good Men Project, March 1,
2022. https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/the-perfect-guy-times-two-common-name-
uncommon-relationships-kpkn/

* Published creative flash nonfiction in The New York Times Modern Love/Tiny Love Stories
column, October 12, 2021 (acceptance rate is less than 1%).
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/12/style/tiny-modern-love-stories-an-idyllic-trip-to-salvage-
our-romance.html

* Published essay on a breast cancer scare in the context of intimacy, in The Good Men Project,
September 22, 2021. https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/a-cancer-scare-in-the-context-
of-marriage-kpkn/

* Published essay on upholding rigor amidst the pandemic, in Inside Higher Ed, August 25,
2021. https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2021/08/25/professors-should-uphold-rigor-when-
assessing-students-even-pandemic-opinion

* Published article on feminist theatrical production in Ms. Magazine, August 12, 2021.
https://msmagazine.com/2021/08/12/marrying-jake-gyllenhaal-review-melissa-center-feminist-

play/

* RealClearEducation, my article was reprinted by them. June 14, 2021. RealClearEducation
(RCED) is described as “one of the Internet’s leading voices on global education news and commentary.
RCED team curates the smartest news, opinion and punditry offering its readers a comprehensive, non-
partisan summary of the top education news happenings of the day.”
https://www.realcleareducation.com/authors/deborah j cohan/

« Published op-ed in The Post and Courier on education and vaccinations, June 13, 2021.
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https://www.postandcourier.com/opinion/commentary/commentary-sc-must-do-better-and-that-
starts-with-vaccinations/article_4c30dcd4-c916-11eb-87af-d3efa9025f67.html

* Invited to write for AlzAuthors, about dementia, caregiving and domestic violence, February
23, 2021.
https://alzauthors.com/2021/02/23/dementia-domestic-abuse-deborah-cohan/

* Invited Writer for Hopeful Horizons Blog, “Lessons on Abuse,” October 30, 2020.
https://www.hopefulhorizons.org/single-post/lessons-on-abuse

« Invited to write for Psychology Today Magazine, special print feature article about college
students, complicated family dynamics, and the pandemic, July/August 2020.
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/articles/202007/together-again

* Published article about the fetishization of the hyflex model in higher education for The
Satirist. July 11, 2020. Less than 10% of submissions are accepted for publication.
https://www.thesatirist.com/satires/flex-u.html

* Invited to write for Brandeis Magazine, article about fathers, Father’s Day, and life’s turning
points, June 2020. https://www.brandeis.edu/magazine/2020/summer/turning-points.htmi

* Published essay on campus life and the pandemic, in Inside Higher Ed, June 2, 2020
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2020/06/02/what’s-needed-make-campus-safe-now-
odds-iconic-college-experience-people-crave

* Invited to write for Culturico, article on divorce and the pandemic, April 12, 2020.
https://culturico.com/2020/04/12/house-arrest-considering-divorce-during-a-pandemic/

* Published essay on teaching during the pandemic, in Inside Higher Ed, March 20, 2020.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2020/03/20/beyond-focusing-educational-delivery-
models-faculty-should-prioritize-essential

* Published essay on grading more efficiently, in Inside Higher Ed, February 11, 2020.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2020/02/11/advice-grading-more-efficiently-opinion

* Published piece on students and e-mail, Chicago Tribune, December 27, 2019.
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/letters/ct-letters-vp-122819-20191227-
3fs4zltnvhy5k66fltkjbtqua-story.html

* Published essay on writing on a heavy teaching load, in Inside Higher Ed, December 5, 2019.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/12/05/how-write-more-regularly-and-publish-
more-often-despite-having-heavy-teaching-load

* Published essay on diversity trainings, in Inside Higher Ed, August 21, 2019.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/08/21/diversity-and-antiharassment-trainings-
must-be-improved-opinion

* Published essay on reproductive rights and social justice, in Medium, May 23, 2019
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https://medium.com/@debjcoh/an-open-letter-to-college-students-about-the-heartbeat-bill-notes-
from-a-college-professor-on-63effdcabdb6?fbclid=IwAR1J -pQAEIBP50SnGdN-
RScs6CNjA6fadkg7TqlTgtvlIROAV-9ruya3uM

* Published essay on anger in the classroom, in Inside Higher Ed, April 30, 2019.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/04/30/embracing-and-transforming-rage-
classroom-opinion

« Published essay on self-care and work/life balance, in Inside Higher Ed, January 17, 2019.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/01/17/professor-gives-advice-colleagues-starting-
new-year-self-care-opinion

* Published essay on the good enough sabbatical, in Inside Higher Ed, October 23, 2018
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2018/10/23/releasing-oneself-pressure-having-perfect-
sabbatical-opinion

* “Things to Never Ask Your Professor,” Teen Vogue, October 8, 2018.
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/16-things-you-should-never-say-college-professors

* Published essay on being a badass and heartful teacher, in Inside Higher Ed, July 17, 2018.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2018/07/17/how-be-both-tough-and-supportive-
classroom-opinion

* Published essay on the debates on extra credit, in Inside Higher Ed, January 16, 2018.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2018/01/16/professor-explains-why-she-offers-extra-
credit-her-classes-opinion

* Published essay on the case against the term paper, in Inside Higher Ed, December 12 2017.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2017/12/12/why-professor-doesnt-assign-term-papers-
opinion

* Published essay on teaching effectiveness in large classes, in Inside Higher Ed, September 19,
2017.

https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2017/09/19/how-teach-large-classes-students-
effectively-essay

* Published essay on why faculty should not help with move-in day, in Inside Higher Ed,
August 8, 2017.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2017/08/08/downside-faculty-members-helping-
students-move-essay

* Published essay on advice to faculty in Inside Higher Ed, March 16, 2017.
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2017/03/16/advice-how-and-when-untenured-
professors-should-speak-their-minds-essay

* Published Op-ed on gender and the election in The San Francisco Chronicle, August 3, 2016.
http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/Gender-matters-in-the-presidential -
election-9111255.php?t=981cc13ba2958a2cf9&cmpid=fb-premium

* Published Op-ed on the controversy in North Carolina on transgender students and restrooms.
Myrtle Beach Sun News, May 9, 2016.
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http://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article76488342.html

* My Sociology of the Body course was selected to be featured on a website about
contemplative, anti-racist pedagogy, Fall 2015
http://www.contemplativepracticesforantioppressionpedagogy.com/blog/embodied-writing-in-a-
sociology-of-the-body-class-by-dr-deborah-j-cohan

« Invited Expert, Collaborator, and Writer for website to assist LGBTQ youth and school
personnel, Accredited Schools Online, Fall 2015
http://www.accreditedschoolsonline.org/resources/Igbtg-student-support/

* “Whiteness and the Politics of Feminism,” in Teaching Resources on Racism, White Privilege,
and Anti-White Supremacy, edited by Shu-Ju Ada Cheng; National Women’s Studies
Association Resource Publication, 2006.
http://uiswcmsweb.prod.Isu.edu/hss/wgs/files/item47236.pdf

« “Sitting in (on) Patriarchy: Exploring Issues of Space in a Battering Intervention Program,” in
Off Our Backs: A Feminist News Journal, December 2001.
http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-81170916.html

Literary Magazines:
» Shortlisted for my essay, “The Volunteer” for #MeToo contest sponsored by Memoir
Magazine, April 2018.

* “The Pornography of Trump,” in Dryland Lit, Los Angeles, Winter Issue, January 2017.
Selected to be featured on the website of the National Center on Domestic and Sexual Violence;
http://www.ncdsv.org/publications_pornography.html

Poetry:

* “Insert Tragedy Here ,” poem on gun violence and mass shootings featured in Backward
Trajectory, https://backwardstrajectory.com/2022/03/29/insert-tragedy-here
March 2022.

» “A Rage Against/ From the Female Body,” poem featured in the anthology, Purple Sparks:
Poetry by Survivors of Sexual Assault, Youth Sparks, January 2016.

Refereed Papers and Presentations Delivered at Academic Conferences:
* “How to Facilitate Deep Conversations about Charged Topics” for a Teaching Workshop at the
Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, March 5-10, 2025. Boston, MA.

» “Using Memoir to Teach Sociology,” Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society,
March 2023, Myrtle Beach, SC.
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* Collaborative presentation entitled, “Memoir as a Form of Sociological Analysis and a
Teaching Tool” for Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society in Boston, MA,
presented online, March 11, 2022.

* Presentation entitled, “Pandemic Pedagogy and the Art of Letting Go,” for Global Conference
on COVID-19, sponsored by Nazerbayev University, Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan, April 19, 2021.

* My book, Welcome to Wherever We Are was chosen for an Author Meets Critics Session at the
annual meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, April 8, 2021, virtual conference due to
COVID-19.

» “Reflections on Teaching Feminist Memoir,” Southeastern Women’s Studies Association
Conference, virtual conference because of COVID-19, March 12, 2021.

* Invited Panelist, A Webinar Conversation about Michael Ryan’s Two Volume Set, about the
pandemic and social consequences; published by Routledge, November 10, 2020.

» My book, Welcome to Wherever We Are was chosen for an Author Meets Critics Session at the
annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Washington, DC, November 14-18,
2020. Unable to attend due to cancelation of conference because of COVID-109.

» My book, Welcome to Wherever We Are was chosen for an Author Meets Critics Session at the
annual meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, Jacksonville, FL, April 1-4, 2020. Unable
to attend due to cancelation of conference because of COVID-19.

* Peer-reviewed paper titled, “Disobedience and Affinity in Feminist Memoir,” accepted for the
2020 Southeastern Women’s Studies Association Conference at the University of South Florida
in St. Petersburg, Florida, March 26-28, 2020. Unable to attend due to cancelation of conference
because of COVID-19.

* Presentation entitled, “Hot Topics, the Warm South, and a Chilling Political Climate: Strategies
for Teaching,” South Carolina Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Myrtle Beach, SC,
February 24, 2018.

* Presentation entitled, “Thinking about Trigger Warnings on Campus,” Eastern Sociological
Society, Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, March 18, 2016.

* Presentation entitled, “Enhancing Teaching Effectiveness in Large Classes,” South Carolina
Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Charleston, SC, February 20, 2016.

* Presentation entitled, “The Problem with Guns and South Carolina College Campuses,” South
Carolina Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Charleston, SC, February 20, 2016.

» Paper entitled, “Using Feminist Memoir to Teach Sociology of the Body.” Southeastern
Women’s Studies Association Meeting, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL, March 26-
29, 2015. I also served as the presider and discussant at this session.

« Paper entitled, “Sociology of the Body: A Meditation on Memoir and Pedagogy.” South
Carolina Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Charleston, SC, February 21, 2015.



* Paper entitled, “The Gold Pen,” Southeastern Women’s Studies Association, UNC-
Wilmington, March 27-29, 2014.

* Presentation entitled, “Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About: Gender Benders and the
Creation of Feminist Community at USC-Beaufort,” with Kimberly Cavanagh, Ph.D. at USC-
Columbia Gender Studies Conference, February 20-21, 2014.

* Paper entitled, “Sugar: A Sociological Memoir,” Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological
Society, Atlanta, GA, April 26-28, 2013.

* Paper entitled, “The Grief of a Teacher: What It Means To Teach About Intimacy and
Violence,” Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, March 18-21, 2010.

» Paper entitled, “The Sociology of Rage: Problems and Possibilities,” Eastern Sociological
Society Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, February 27-March 2, 2003.

» Paper entitled, “Five Dimensions of Rage,” Brandeis University Graduate Symposium,
selected among graduate students across disciplines to deliver a paper; November 9, 2002.

» Paper entitled, “Toward a Sociology of Rage,” Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting,
Boston, MA, March 7-10, 2002.

» Paper entitled, “Speaking the Unspoken: Teaching About Rage in Sociology and Women’s
Studies Classes,” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Anaheim, CA, August
18-22, 2001.

+ Paper entitled, “Rage in the Matrix of Domination,” Society for the Study of Social Problems
Annual Meeting, Anaheim, CA, August 17-19, 2001.

 Presentation entitled, “Reeling Interrogations: Critical Race Perspectives on White Patriarchy,”
Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD; invited panelist by the Committee
on Undergraduate Education to discuss innovative uses of media to teach sociological theory;
March 3, 2000.

* Paper entitled, “A Feminist Response To Barry Laffan’s Communal Organization and Social
Transition: A Case Study of The Counter Culture of the 60s and 70s”; invited panelist for
Community Studies Conference, Brattleboro, VT, August 1, 1998.

» Paper entitled, “A Sometimes Symbiotic Relationship: Reflections on Teaching Domestic
Violence and Counseling Batterers,” Society for The Study of Social Problems Annual Meeting,
Toronto, Canada. August 8-10, 1997.

+ Paper entitled, “Contested Territories: Perceptions and Projections of Masculinities in Ultra-
Modern Society,” Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD, April 10-13,
1997.

» Paper entitled, “Teaching Masculinities,” American Men’s Studies Association Conference,
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, March 21-23, 1997.

» Paper entitled, "Have I Got A Story For You: Exploring Media Coverage of Battering,"
Society for the Study of Social Problems Annual Meeting, New York, August 15-17, 1996.



» Paper entitled, "Perceptions of Formal Social Control in the Lives of Men Who Batter,"
Fourth Annual Graduate Forum in Women's Studies, Brandeis University, May 4, 1995.

» Paper entitled, "Reflections on Being a Feminist Sociologist or a Sociological Feminist:
Rethinking if We've Really Come a Long Way," New England Women’s Studies Association
Conference, University of Connecticut-Storrs, April 22, 1995.

» Paper entitled, “In Our Faces: Battering is Gender Inequality," Eastern Sociological Society
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, March 28-31, 1995.

» Paper entitled, “The Image of Women from the Perspective of Men Who Batter,” Society for
the Study of Social Imagery Conference, Colorado Springs, CO, March 9-11, 1995.

» Paper entitled, "The Impact of Social Ties in the Lives of Men Who Batter," New England
Sociological Association Fall Conference, Northeastern University, November 5, 1994.

» Paper entitled, "Men Who Batter: The Social Context of Tolerance," The National Graduate
Women's Studies Conference, University of California—San Diego, April 14, 1994.

Guest Lectures:

* Selected to present at Caring for the Caregiver Summit hosted by Courage to Caregivers based
in Cleveland, OH, November 12, 2024.

* Invited Speaker to give two talks on intimacy and violence at Georgia College and State
University, Milledgeville, GA, January 25-27, 2023.

* Invited Speaker/Facilitator; workshop for faculty and staff on compassion fatigue, Colorado
College, Canada, March 9, 2022.

* Invited Speaker for USCB Communications Studies Class on Family Communications taught
by Dr. Jayne Violette, February 17, 2022.

* Invited Speaker for virtual event on creativity with Montessori Teachers in California, February
9,2022.

* Invited Presenter for the Institute on Research on Women, Rutgers University, December 2,
2021 for their Public Engagement Series.

* Invited Speaker for Sociology Capstone Seminar at Oakland University, MI, taught by Dr.
Maria Paino, November 2, 2021.

* Invited Speaker/Trainer; workshop for faculty and staff on work/life balance, self-care, and
creativity, Brescia College, Canada, May 3, 2021.

* Invited Speaker for USCB Communications Studies Class on Storytelling taught by Dr. Jayne
Violette, April 21, 2021.



* Invited Speaker for Sociology Department at Randolph Macon College, Ashland, VA; invited
by Dr. Nazneen Kane to speak with majors and minors and faculty. March 4, 2021.

« Invited Speaker for Sociology Class, Nazerbayev University, Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan taught by
Dr. J. Michael Ryan, January 25, 2021.

« Invited Speaker for Gerontology Class, Central Connecticut State University, taught by Dr.
Christina Barmon, December 1, 2020.

* Invited Panelist, Pandemic Webinar Series, Ryerson University, Canada, “Pedagogical Shifts in
Higher Education During COVID-19,” July 2, 2020.
https://mlc.ryerson.ca/news/webinars/pandemic-webinar-8-pedagogical-shifts-in-higher-
education-during-covid-19

* Invited Speaker for Graduate Program, Sociology Department, University of Wisconsin-
Madison; spoke with thirty graduate students about public sociology and the job market, in
Madison, W1, February 24, 2020.

» Invited Speaker and Facilitator for Day Long Retreat at George Mason University Gender
Studies Program, “The Deep River Within: Self Care and Social Justice Activism.” June 5, 2018
in Fairfax, VA.

* Invited Keynote Speaker, CUSSS (Carolina Undergraduate Social Science Symposium),
Clemson University, April 12, 2018.

» Invited Speaker and Facilitator for Workshops at USC-Upstate Gender Studies Program, “The

Deep River Within: Finding Balance and Meaning in Everyday Life.” September 22, 2016 and
April 6 and 7, 2017.

* Invited Speaker for the Aging Gracefully group, to discuss body image and aging issues, on
Hilton Head Island, SC. September 6, 2015.

* Invited Speaker for the Dinner and Lecture Series at the Cottage Restaurant, Bluffton, SC.
“Sugar: A Sociological Memoir.” November 13, 2013.

* Invited Speaker for the Psychology Club’s Domestic Violence Awareness Week, February 13,
2013.

* Invited Trainer and Facilitator, “Learning to Look: Uncovering Hidden Meanings in
Advertising” at the Wheeler School for all seventh and eighth grade girls, Providence, RI, May
10, 2012.

* Invited Speaker and Panelist, “Safe Jewish Homes: We Need to Talk About It,” at Temple
Israel, Sharon, MA, February 12, 2012.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, “A Response to the Film, ‘Telling Amy’s Story’” an event open to all
residents of Sharon, MA, Sharon Public Library, October 20, 2011.

* Invited Trainer and Facilitator, “Sexuality and the Media,” at the Wheeler School for faculty
and administrators, Providence, RI, October 19, 2010.


https://mlc.ryerson.ca/news/webinars/pandemic-webinar-8-pedagogical-shifts-in-higher-education-during-covid-19
https://mlc.ryerson.ca/news/webinars/pandemic-webinar-8-pedagogical-shifts-in-higher-education-during-covid-19

* Invited Panelist, President’s Leadership Series in Health, in Partnership with Harvard Pilgrim
Health Care. “Obesity: Social and Cultural Perspectives.” Regis College, Weston, MA.
November 18, 2009.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Peace in the New Millenium class taught by Kathleen Kautzer, Regis
College. Talk titled: “Stories of Survival and Resistance,” October 27, 2009.

* Invited Lecturer, Banquet for Students in the Honors Program at Regis College. November 12,
2008.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Social Movements and Community Health class taught by Kevin Irwin,
Community Health Program, Tufts University, Medford, MA. Talk titled, “Domestic Violence as
a Community Health Issue: Visions for Change,” October 28, 2008.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Women at Midlife, psychology course taught by Mary-Jane Eisen,
Ed.D., Saint Joseph’s College, West Hartford, CT. Talk titled: “Domestic Violence and the
Lifecycle,” June 4, 2008.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Introduction to Women’s Studies course taught by Mary-Jane Eisen,
Ed.D., University of Hartford, Hartford, CT. Talk titled: “Imagining a World Without Intimate
Partner Violence,” March 11, 2008.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Adolescent Psychology course taught by Mary-Jane Eisen, Ed.D., Saint
Joseph’s College, West Hartford, CT. Talk titled: “Colonizing the Imagination: Pornography as
Adolescent Male Sex Education,” March 11, 2008.

* Invited Panelist, Society Organized Against Racism, Dinner/ fundraiser at Connecticut College,
Panel titled: “Race and Gender in the 2008 Election.” Talk titled: “The (In)Visibility of Race
and Gender in the 2008 Election,” November 16, 2007.

¢ Invited Guest Lecturer, Women at Midlife, psychology course taught by Mary-Jane Eisen,
Ed.D., Saint Joseph’s College, West Hartford, CT. Talk titled: “Entrapment and Entitlement: An
Exploration of Domestic Violence Dynamics,” June 20, 2007.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Research Methods Class, taught by Greta Meszoely, Suffolk
University, Boston, MA, “The Dangers of Drive-by Qualitative Research: Why In-Depth
Interviewing with Violent Men Must be Accountable to Survivors and Communities,” March 26,
2007.

 Invited Panelist, Battered Women’s Resources, Inc., Ayer, MA, “Ending Domestic Violence:
An Evening with Community Advocates,” October 19, 2006.

* Invited Trainer, Continuing Education Series for Therapists, sponsored by Tri-City Mental
Health and Retardation Center; presentation on working with survivors and perpetrators of abuse
and making appropriate referrals, June 4, 2002.

* Invited Trainer, Statewide Meeting for Homeless Advocates, conducted training for homeless
advocates on working with homeless people experiencing perpetration and/or victimization of
violence and developing strategies for intervention, November 28, 2001.



* Invited Panelist, Emerson College, Boston, MA, “An Evening for Thinking About Ending
Violence Against Women,” October 30, 2001.

» Invited Guest Lecturer, Sixth Annual Convocation on the Abolition of Homelessness, a state-
wide conference on homelessness, housing and social policy, co-sponsored by the Massachusetts
Housing and Shelter Alliance, the Department of Mental Health, and Tri-City Mental Health and
Retardation Center. Led workshop entitled, “Violence, Control, and Intimidation Amongst
Intimate Partners Who Are Homeless,” October 25, 2001.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Regis College, Weston, MA, “Uncovering Batterers’ Tactics of
Control,” March 19, 2001.

» Invited Guest Lecturer, Harvard School of Public Health, “Uncovering Abuse in Medical
Settings: Intervening with Abusive Men and Their Female Partners,” September 21, 2000.

* Invited Trainer, Simmons College, led workshop for students involved in peer counseling on
intimate partner violence, September 16, 2000.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Worcester YWCA, “Assessing Abusive Patterns in Legal Cases: On
Providing Legal Advocacy for Survivors of Abuse,” presentation given to attorneys interested in
working on domestic violence cases, September 12, 2000.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Harvard School of Public Health, “Uncovering Abuse in Medical
Settings: Intervening with Abusive Men and Their Female Partners,” May 16, 2000.

 Invited Guest Lecturer, Johnson State College, Johnson, VT, gave three lectures, the first of
which was a keynote address open to the entire campus and the other two were guest lectures in
Professor Jerry Anderson’s political science courses. Lectures titled: 1) “Ruptured Rapture: An
Activist Interrogates Sexual Violence,” 2) “Out of Love, Out of Rage: How and Why I Work
With Abusive Men” and 3) “Whiteness and Masculinity: Interrogating the Connection Through
Critical Interpretations of Media Representations,” April 25 and 26, 2000.

» Invited Guest Lecturer, Tufts University, Tufts Men Against Violence, Educational Session,
“So Close and Yet So Far: Effects of Domestic Violence on College Aged Students,” March 27,
2000.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Domestic Violence Class taught by Chris Wellington, Curry College,
“Improving the Responsiveness of Police Officers and Detectives,” February 28, 2000.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Domestic Violence Class, taught by Christina Borland, Tufts
University, “Multidimensionality of Men Who Batter,” February 22, 2000.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Harvard Medical School, “Uncovering Abuse in Medical Settings:
Intervening with Abusive Men and Their Female Partners,” February 15, 2000.

* Invited Lecturer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, session entitled, “Dangerous
Liaisons,” presentation entitled, “Detecting Abusive Patterns in Relationships, Creating Healthier
Partnerships,” February 8, 2000.



 Invited Guest Lecturer, Introductory Psychiatric Nursing Class taught by Deborah Westaway,
Bunker Hill Community College, “Challenging Men’s Entitlement in Batterers’ Intervention
Groups,” May 12, 1999.

» Invited Moderator, Tufts University, “Various Viewpoints on Violence Against Women: A
Panel Discussion,” April 7, 1999.

 Invited Guest Lecturer, Tufts University, Tufts Men Against Violence, Educational Session,
“Heteropatriarchy: Interrogating the Relationship of Sexism and Homophobia In College Aged
Men,” March 29, 1999.

* Invited Panelist, Tufts University, Panel on Body Image and Eating Problems Among Women,
my presentation entitled, “Searching for The Woman in the Body and The Body in The Woman:
Toward an Embodied Feminist Theory,” March 11, 1999.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Boston College School of Law, Domestic Violence and the Law Class
taught by Mithra Merryman, “Assessing the Control Tactics and Strategies of Men Who Batter
in Court,” March 9, 1999.

 Invited Guest Lecturer, Violence in Contemporary Society Class taught by Susan Fineran,

Boston University School of Social Work, “The Dilemmas of Batterers’ Intervention,” February
18, 1999.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Tufts University Women’s Center, provided training session to legal
advocates for battered women in court, February 4, 1999.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Women and Violence Class taught by Robin Spath, Trinity College,
“Can Abusive Men Really Change?”, December 9, 1998.

» Invited Guest Lecturer, Tufts University, Tufts Men Against Violence, Educational Session,
“An Introduction to the Sociology of Masculinities,” October 19, 1998.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Sociology of the Family, class taught by Paula Aymer, Tufts
University; substitute for the last two weeks of the class; led classes on violence in the family
and divorce; June 1998.

» Invited Keynote Speaker, “Taking Back The Night, Taking Back Ourselves,” Newbury
College, Take Back The Night Rally Against Sexual Violence, April 15, 1998.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Introductory Psychiatric Nursing Class taught by Deborah Westaway,
Bunker Hill Community College, “Challenging Men’s Entitlement in Batterers’ Intervention
Groups,” April 1, 1998.

 Invited Guest Lecturer, AIDS, Addiction, and Violence Class taught by Elarawee Gadsden,
Regis College, March 28, 1998, “Holding Men Accountable in Batterers’ Intervention Groups:
Examining Men’s Excuses for Violence.”

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Domestic Violence in Literature Class taught by Amy Curtis-Weber,
Bentley College, Waltham, MA, “An Introduction to Batterers’ Intervention Programs,” March
6, 1998.



 Invited Guest Lecturer, Violence in Contemporary Society Class taught by Susan Fineran,
Boston University School of Social Work, “The Dilemmas of Being A Woman Counselor In A
Batterers’ Intervention Program,” February 19, 1998.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Social Stratification Class taught by Susan Ostrander, Tufts University,
“An Introduction to the Sociology of Gender,” February 12, 1998.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Introductory Psychiatric Nursing Class taught by Deborah Westaway,
Bunker Hill Community College, “Approaching Domestic Violence Within The Medical
System.” April 3, 1997.

* Invited Panelist, discussion entitled, “Can Men Be Feminists?”” Brandeis University, March 31,
1997.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Qualitative Methods Course taught by Judith Francis, The Heller
School, Brandeis University, “A Method to the Madness: Researching Men Who Batter,”
February 13, 1997.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Criminal Justice Process Course taught by Nicole Hahn Rafter,
Northeastern University, “An Introduction to Domestic Violence,” February 8, 1996.

* Invited Guest Lecturer, Introductory Sociology taught by Alex Liazos, Regis College, Weston,
MA, “Understanding Violence Against Women,” November 28, 1994.

* Invited Presenter, with Robert Jensen, "Pornography: A Practice of Inequality," University of
Texas, Austin, Texas, April 12, 1994

Professional Service on the USCB Campus and in the Community of the
Lowcountry and the Southeast Region:

* President-Elect, South Carolina Sociological Association, 2020-2022.

« Member of the USCB Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2018-Present.

* Elected as a Senator for the new faculty senate model, 2024-2025.

» Selected to serve on the USCB Post-Tenure Review Committee, Spring 2022.

* Elected Member of the USCB Faculty Welfare Committee, 2022-Present.

« Elected member of the USCB Faculty Development Committee (2013-2018 and 2019-2022).
* Invited to be a member of the Dual Enrollment Subcommittee, 2021-2022.

* Invited by the Dean to serve on the USCB Honor Court, 2019-2020.

« Invited to be a member of the committee to evaluate UNIV 101 at USCB, 2019.



* Invited to be a member of the search committee to hire a Visiting Assistant Professor in
Sociology, 2014 and 2019.

» Elected to the USCB Grievance Committee, 2017-2018 and 2023-2024.

« Participant on Social Sciences Task Force to rewrite the departmental guidelines for promotion
and tenure, 20109.

« Invited member for the Programs Committee for USCB’s Strategic Planning 2016.

* Closely mentored three students to submit their scholarly papers to the journal at USCB, The
May River Review; Zoe Macinsky and Jeffrey Williams, Spring 2015; Alexys Walker, Fall 2015;
all were accepted and published.

» Recognized numerous times by the USCB Softball and Soccer Teams for outstanding
mentorship to student athletes.

« Chosen to represent USCB on the Human Relations Council, Summer 2014-2018.

 Invited panelist for the USCB Athletic Department, “Creating Success Among Student
Athletes,” August 25, 2015.

« Invited panelist for the campus-wide screening and discussion of The Hunting Ground, a film
about sexual assault on campus and institutional response, February 9, 2016, co-sponsored by
Zonta of Hilton Head and Hope Haven.

« Elected to the Board of Directors of the South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault (served from November 2014 - January 2016).

 Created the monthly evening series titled “Gender Benders: Conversations on Gender and
Sexuality from an Interdisciplinary Perspective” with Kimberly Cavanagh, Ph.D.,
Anthropologist at USCB. Organized speaker panels, films, lectures and discussions to deepen
and enrich conversations about gender among faculty, staff, students, community agencies, and
community members. Topics have included: what is gender; LGBTQ community issues;
masculinity and disability; cancer and social movements; what it means to be an ally; sexual
violence in the military; parenting; acid violence in Bangladesh; girls and sports; men and
feminism. We published an article in a scholarly journal on this co-curricular program.

« Established the USCB Sociology Club in Spring 2013 and serve as the faculty adviser for it.
Organized evening events on topics related to body image, human trafficking, self-injury, autism
awareness, creative nonfiction and poetry readings, sexual and domestic violence, and
HIV/AIDS prevention and education. The club was recognized and awarded in April 2015 for
being the Best Student Organization of the Year at USCB.

* Regularly offer classes at the various campuses of OLLI, the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
-Welcome to Wherever We Are, reading and discussion of my new book, March 4, 2020
in Bluffton, SC
-Panel on civil discourse, January 26, 2018, Bluffton, SC
-Family Secrets, September 21, 2015, Bluffton, SC



-The Deep River Within: Finding Balance and Meaning in Everyday Life, February 26,
2015, Beaufort, SC

-The Home Stretch: Aligning Our Interior and Exterior Spaces, February 27, 2014
Bluffton, SC

-The Deep River Within: Finding Balance and Meaning in Everyday Life, September 25,
2013 in Bluffton, SC

-Intimacy and Violence, September 18, 2013 Beaufort, SC

-Intimacy and Violence, March 1 and 8, 2013, Bluffton, SC

« Presenter for the USCB Brown Bag Series sponsored by the Faculty Development Committee.
“Sugar: A Sociological Memoir,” December 6, 2013.

» Organized events on campus to raise awareness about human trafficking. Hosted a film
screening of “Not My Life” in partnership with the World Affairs Council of Hilton Head.
October 22, 2013. Brought the film director, Robert Bilheimer, to campus on October 28, 2013
to speak to students.

* Invited Speaker for Professional Development Workshop, “The Deep River Within: Finding
Balance and Meaning in Everyday Life on and off Our Campus.” Organized by Rachel Hoover,
Director of Career Services for USCB. September 20, 2013.

* Invited Trainer for new team of Resident Assistants, “How to be an Ally,” August 13, 2013.

* Created first campus-wide symposium at USCB with my Intimacy and Violence course in
2013; this is designed to be a capstone experience for an emotionally difficult and often draining
class and a way to counter heavy forces of despair and hopelessness. “Fear into anger, anger into
action” is part of the spirit of the battered women’s movement and the symposium planning,
learning process, and execution of activities bring this idea to life. Activities are both academic
and co-curricular; students are responsible for educating their peers across campus, and in the
larger community about the causes and consequences of domestic and sexual violence and
pathways toward healing and recovery. The symposium attempts to nurture lifelong habits of
leadership, ethical decision-making, and civic responsibility. (See also section in CV on Media
Coverage).

» Member of the USCB Search Committees for Communications Studies Tenure-Track Assistant
Professor, 2013, Sociology Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, 2015, and Sociology Visiting
Assistant Professor, 2014.

« Earned certification as a trained facilitator for Deep River groups in Spring 2013. For more
information, please see the website: www.deepriverwithin.com.

« Invited to represent USCB at the 32" Annual First Year Experience Conference in Orlando, FL
February 22-25, 2013.

Professional Service to the Discipline:

« President-Elect, South Carolina Sociological Association, 2020-2022.


http://www.deepriverwithin.com/

» Due to my public sociology contributions, numerous people reach out to me. I am now
involved in mentoring people who specifically sought me out for mentoring for the following
reasons: being a successful new faculty member, teaching effectiveness, writing and publishing,
and public sociology. These include: Mary Beth Morrissey, doctoral student at Cornell
University; Heather Shay, Ph.D. instructor at Middle Tennessee State University; Stacye Blount,
associate professor at Fayetteville State University, and Jill Richardson at Washington
University.

* Elected to the Executive Committee of the South Carolina Sociological Association, 2016-
2022.

* Co-organizer and presenter for professional workshop titled “Let’s Talk About Writing” at the
annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, with Dr. Barbara Risman, professor of
sociology at University of Illinois-Chicago, August 8-12, 2025, Chicago, IL.

* Invited to give a presentation to 40 faculty members at Ohio University on writing and
publishing for a general audience. Presented with Dr, Barbara Risman of the University of
[linois Chicago. April 8, 2025.
https://www.ohio.edu/news/2025/03/upcoming-workshop-give-tips-academics-writing-popular-
audiences

« Co-organizer and presenter for professional workshop on writing and publishing for the Annual
Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, with Dr. Barbara Risman of the University of
[llinois at Chicago, April 3-7, 2024, New Orleans, LA.

* Invited Reviewer for book publishers:
o Routledge
Oxford University Press
Polity Press
Johns Hopkins University Press
University of Georgia Press

o O O O

* Invited Reviewer for scholarly journals:
o Feminist Criminology
o Violence Against Women: An International and Interdisciplinary Journal

* Outside Evaluator at UNC Greensboro: Dissertation committee for Christopher Hall for a
dissertation on abuser intervention and intersectionality.

* Collaborating with Dr. Chris Gabbard at the University of North Florida and Dr. Kate
Washington in California as a group of panelists on caregiving, identity, and trauma; doing
public events and talks.

« Organizer and presider with Rifat Anjum Salam, Ph.D., for panel at the Annual Meeting of the
Eastern Sociological Society, March 2019, Boston, MA, “Caring for Our Students and
Ourselves: A Conversation about Emotional Labor.”


https://www.ohio.edu/news/2025/03/upcoming-workshop-give-tips-academics-writing-popular-audiences
https://www.ohio.edu/news/2025/03/upcoming-workshop-give-tips-academics-writing-popular-audiences

« Organizer and Speaker, “The Deep River in Academia,” for the Annual Meeting of the Eastern
Sociological Society, March 2019, Boston, MA.

 Organizer and presider for panels at the South Carolina Sociological Association Annual
Meeting, 2017 and 2018.

« Invited to participate in Author Meets Critic Session at the Annual Meeting of the Southern
Sociological Society, March 2017, Greenville, SC.

* Invited to Facilitate Two Roundtables for the Annual Meeting of Alpha Kappa Delta
(Sociology Honor Society). One was about generating discussion in very large classes and the
other was about achieving work/life balance on a 4/4 load. March 2017, Greenville, SC.

» Co-Organizer (with Tracy Citeroni of Mary Washington University) for Workshop at the
Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, “Teaching Sociology in the Age of Trigger
Warnings,” Boston, MA, March 18, 2016.

» Co-organizer (with Donna King of UNC-Wilmington) of panel titled, Toward a Feminist
Theory of Letting Go, for a meeting of the Southeast Women’s Studies Association, Wilmington,
NC; March 27-29, 2014.

* Organizer of Teaching Workshop at the annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society
entitled, “Incorporating Undergraduate Teaching Assistants in the College Classroom,”
Washington, D.C, March 19, 2005.

* Invited Presenter for a Teaching Workshop at the annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological
Society entitled, “Best Practices: Teaching Criminology and Deviance,” New York, NY,
February 21, 2004.

» Co-organizer (with Ann Goetting of Western Kentucky University and Raquel Bergen of St.
Joseph’s University) of roundtable for annual meeting of The American Society of Criminology,
roundtable entitled, “Clarifying our Pedagogical Strategies: Issues in Teaching about Family
Violence,” Denver, CO; November 20, 2003.

« Co-organizer (with Ann Goetting of Western Kentucky University) of panel for annual
summer meeting of Sociologists for Women in Society; co-sponsored with ASA and SSSP;

panel entitled, “Teaching About Family Violence: Issues and Perspectives,” Chicago, IL; August
2002.

Professional Service Activities Outside of South Carolina:

« Elected to the Board of Directors of EMERGE, the first abuser intervention program in the
country, Malden, Massachusetts. Fall 2022-Present.

* Elected Member of the Board of Directors of Greater Boston PFLAG (Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays); served on Publicity and Outreach Committee. 2010-2012.

* Scholar for the program, “Teachers as Scholars.” This is a program in which K-12 teachers,
guidance counselors and school nurses participate in small, multiple-day seminars led by leading
professors in the Humanities, Social Sciences and Sciences. Created and offered course titled:



‘Sex and the City’: Grappling with the Culture’s Preoccupation with Sexualization and Its
Impact on Pre-Adolescent and Adolescent Girls.” May 2010 and October 2010.

» Member of the Regis College Committee on Faculty Development and Research (2009-2010)

» External Reader for two senior theses at Marlboro College, on the following topics: 1)
oppression, trauma, food, and school lunch programming and 2) bilingual education. May 2008.

« Organizer and Committee Member, Steering Committee for Campus Conference titled, “The
Right to Security of Person: Human Rights vs. Acquaintance Rape at Connecticut College,”
March 27-28, 2008.

 External Reader for senior honors thesis at Bates College on the subject of domestic violence
court proceedings; April 2005.

 Participant in Family Violence Initiative group, sponsored by the School of Family Studies,
The University of Connecticut-Storrs, Fall 2002-Fall 2003.

* Invited Participant in domestic violence research group, sponsored by the Simmons College
Institute for Leadership and Social Change, Boston, MA. 1996-2000.

Clinical Work Experience and Community Service with Populations at Risk:

March 2007— June 2007

New Hope, Attleboro, Massachusetts (A Comprehensive Domestic and Sexual Violence
Program)

Counselor; Responsibilities include: co-facilitating three groups for men who batter and being in
contact with probation officers and therapists.

June 2000 — August 2002 and January 2006-February 2007

Tri-City Mental Health Center; Malden, Massachusetts

Clinical supervisor; Responsibilities included: clinical supervision of six adult batterers’
intervention groups, staff recruitment, hiring and firing, periodic observations of clinical groups,
providing regular consultations with director, providing ongoing training to counselors,
overseeing paperwork sent to probation offices and to partners of abusers, improving and re-
creating basic systems, and providing and overseeing outreach to community. Additionally
provided three months of clinical supervision for two other groups, including an adolescent
perpetrators’ group and a Spanish—speaking adult batterers’ group.

August 1994-August 2002 and Summer 2006

EMERGE; Cambridge, Massachusetts (Battering intervention program)

Counselor; Responsibilities included: co-facilitating a group for men who batter and being in
contact with female partners, probation officers and therapists. Experienced working with
lesbian batterers. Also, served as a counselor for teenage boys who perpetrated violence in dating
relationships and/or in their families. Actively involved with the Emerge speakers panel.
Involved in ongoing training of future counselors (nationally and internationally) and consulted
with other programs to improve their compliance with the standards set forth by the Department
of Public Health. Assisted in the editing of the Emerge manual and the production of a CD-
ROM, both used as training tools by other programs worldwide.




June 1993 — August 1994

Center for Battered Women, Austin, Texas

Volunteer; actively participated in the Teen Dating Violence Prevention Program in which we, as
volunteers, went to area high schools to give presentations on sex role stereotypes and
abuse/respect.

June 1991 — January 1992

Dane County Shelter Home, Madison, Wisconsin

Volunteer work with children as an aide to the teacher; worked on an individual basis with
residents at the Shelter Home, who for one reason or another, are unable to attend regular school.
Helped with math, science, art and social science instruction.

Representative Service as Expert Consultant:

* Invited Member of the Round Table Group, an expert services firm of top selected academic
and industry experts who serve as consultants and expert witnesses (2018-Present).

* Consulted as an expert on behalf of a woman educator accused of having sex with a minor.
August 2014. Consultations occurred with the law firm of Pontikes, LLC, 10 Tremont St.,
Boston, MA 02108, 617-357-1888. Contact for references: Rebecca Pontikes.

* Consulted as an expert on behalf of a woman allegedly raped multiple times and sexually
harassed at work. Details of case must be kept confidential. April and May 2008. Consultations
occurred with the law firm of Pontikes, LLC.

* Consulted as an expert on behalf of a woman raped while involved in a study abroad program,;

Whitney Stern vs. World Learning, Inc., Docket No. 1:06-CV-69, filed in the US District Court
of Vermont. July 2006. Consultations occurred with the law firm of Pontikes, LLC.

 Consulted as an expert on behalf of Doe in Doe v. Francis; Case 03:cv 260, before Judge
Smoak; this case is pending in the Federal District Court in the Northern District of Florida,
Panama City Division. Seven minor girls (Doe) sued Joe Francis and his companies for
violations of state and federal anti-child pornography statutes. August 2006. Consulted with
Rachael G. Pontikes, Duane Morris LLP, 190 South Lasalle St., Chicago, IL, 60603, 312-499-
6757

Media Coverage:

 Higheredjobs.com, Interview about my book featured on August 7, 2025.
https://www.higheredjobs.com/Articles/articleDisplay.cfm?1D=4367&Title=Reconnecting
%20with%20the%20Student%20Experience: %20Insights%20from%20“The%20Complet
£%20U”

* The Guardian, quoted in story about dorm essentials, August 14, 2025.
https://www.thequardian.com/lifeandstyle/2025/auq/14/college-dorm-essentials-us



https://www.higheredjobs.com/Articles/articleDisplay.cfm?ID=4367&Title=Reconnecting%20with%20the%20Student%20Experience:%20Insights%20from%20“The%20Complete%20U
https://www.higheredjobs.com/Articles/articleDisplay.cfm?ID=4367&Title=Reconnecting%20with%20the%20Student%20Experience:%20Insights%20from%20“The%20Complete%20U
https://www.higheredjobs.com/Articles/articleDisplay.cfm?ID=4367&Title=Reconnecting%20with%20the%20Student%20Experience:%20Insights%20from%20“The%20Complete%20U
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2025/aug/14/college-dorm-essentials-us

* WalletHub, quoted in story about sinful cities in America, November 18, 2024.
https://wallethub.com/edu/most-sinful-cities-in-america/29846#expert=Deborah J. Cohan

* Podcast Interview, Interview with Family Labs, a podcast that explores all sorts of issues
related to resilience and adaptation in families. November 7, 2024.
https://family.lifemanagementsciencelabs.com/podcast/

* Podcast Interview, Interview about my book with Blair Hodges for Fireside, a podcast that
explores all sorts of issues related to families. April 30, 2024
https://www.firesidepod.org/episodes/cohan

* Next Avenue, quoted in story about caregiving in the context of complicated family dynamics,
March 26, 2024.

https://www.nextavenue.org/caregiving-and-complicated-family-dynamics/

*HigherEdJobs, quoted in story about eating disorders in college, February 22, 2024.
https://www.higheredjobs.com/Articles/articleDisplay.cfm?I1D=3825& Title=Eating%20Disorder
5s%3A%2015%20Y our%20Institution%20Doing%20Enough%20t0%20Help%20Prevent%20The
m%3F

*The Ethel/Publication of AARP, quoted in story about lifelong friendships, February 8, 2024._
https://www.aarpethel.com/relationships/what-i-did-in-my-30s-that-changed-my-life

*HigherEdJobs, quoted in story about job interviews, October 12, 2023._
https://www.higheredjobs.com/Articles/articleDisplay.cfm?ID=3640& Title=Addressing%20Diff
1cult%20Topi1cs%201n%20an%20Interview

*Nature, quoted in story about tenure, August 7, 2023.
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-02498-5

*Shondaland, quoted in story about secrets, March 20, 2023.
https://www.shondaland.com/live/a4331551 1/the-case-for-keeping-secrets/

*UpJourney, quoted in story about friendship, February 9, 2023.
https://upjourney.com/why-are-friends-important-in-our-life

* AARP Magazine, print and online editions, quoted in story about what to do if you don’t like
your children’s romantic partners, December 2022/January 2023.
https://www.aarp.org/home-family/friends-family/info-2023/getting-along-with-your-childs-
partner.html?fbclid=IwAR1RgoUlyl2RdhMBmcn13Y5YKENSYKnhmYxVclfroVOXTmOwTB
ohesJTzNI

* Atlanta Journal-Constitution, quoted in feature story about being adults without children,
December 1, 2022.
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https://www.ajc.com/life/aging-in-atlanta/why-more-older-adults-dont-have-
children/CGNE7XKFQZFYRDISJJEEPJ24V4/

* TIME Magazine, quoted in story about finding joy in dark times, September 26, 2022.
https://time.com/6216726/how-to-find-joy-dark-times/

* Best Colleges, quoted in story about achieving first semester success, July 25, 2022.
https://www.bestcolleges.com/blog/mistakes-to-avoid-first-semester-college/

* Vox, and also reprinted in Business Times, quoted in story about caring less and sparking
joy, July 24, 2022.
https://www.vox.com/even-better/23216083/caring-less-perfectionism-small-stuff
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/leadership-management/the-case-for-caring-less

 Twill, quoted in story about caregivers, January 31, 2022.
https://care.twill.health/feed/articles/5-ways-to-support-a-caregivers-mental-health-and-self-care/

* Romper, quoted in story about baby names, January 21, 2022.
https://www.romper.com/pregnancy/trendy-baby-names-2022

* Lifeline, Taipei, Taiwan, reprinted and translated into Chinese an article about lonely college
students that first appeared in Psychology Today. December 28, 2021.
https://www.sos.org.tw/web/artical/artical.jsp?content_id=794&content _type id=2&content sub
type id=4

» AskMen, quoted in story about controlling behavior in relationships, December 27, 2021.
https://www.askmen.com/dating/dating_advice/how-to-work-through-control-issues-in-your-
relationships.html

* Newsweek, quoted in story about parental rejection of dating partners, December 16, 2021. The
journalist drew on my article for Psychology Today.
https://www.newsweek.com/internet-slams-woman-who-said-sons-boyfriend-not-part-family-
1660186

* Bustle, quoted in story about evaluating first dates, December 16, 2021.
https://www.bustle.com/wellness/how-to-know-first-date-went-well

* Healthy Women, quoted in story about imposter syndrome, December 13, 2021.
https://www.healthywomen.org/your-wellness/self-care--mental-health/what-is-imposter-
syndrome

* U.S. News & World Report, quoted in story about gender studies, December 10, 2021.
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-graduate-schools/articles/what-gender-studies-is-and-
how-to-use-the-degree

* WTOP, Washington’s Top News, quoted in story about gender studies, December 9, 2021.
https://wtop.com/news/2021/12/what-gender-studies-is-and-how-to-use-the-degree/

» Care.com, quoted in story about caregiving stress when returning to work, December 9, 2021.
https://www.care.com/c/back-to-office-as-a-family-caregiver-tips/
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* Her Campus, quoted in story about requiring gender studies classes, November 30, 2021.
https://www.hercampus.com/life/gender-studies-classes-requirement-gen-z/

* Salon, quoted in article about malignant normality, August 12, 2021.
https://www.salon.com/2021/08/12/malignant-normality-the-psychological-theory-that-explains-
naked-emperors-narcissists-and-nazis/

* Well + Good, quoted in article about guilty pleasures, August 10, 2021.
https://www.wellandgood.com/guilty-pleasures/

* Channel 5, Charleston, SC, interviewed for an investigative report about strangulation as a
standalone felony offense, July 22, 2021.
https://www.liveSnews.com/2021/07/22/strangulation-not-standalone-felony-sc-advocates-call-change/

» Shondaland, quoted in story about being irresponsible responsibly, July 19, 2021
https://www.shondaland.com/live/a37040193/how-to-be-irresponsible-responsibly/

* Medium, extensive interview about reinventing oneself, July 12, 2021.
https://medium.com/authority-magazine/deborah-j-cohan-second-chapters-how-i-reinvented-
myself-in-the-second-chapter-of-my-life-1f4c8843a25d

* U.S. News & World Report, quoted in story about college tours, July 8, 2021.
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/2018-06-04/10-key-places-to-see-on-
college-tours

* Salon, quoted in story about caregiving amidst the pandemic, June 11, 2021.
https://www.salon.com/2021/06/11/i-had-to-be-all-things-for-my-husband-meet-the-caregivers-
whose-lives-were-upended-by-covid/

* Bustle, quoted in story about relationships, June 4, 2021.
https://www.bustle.com/wellness/signs-youre-being-used-in-a-relationship-how-to-fix-the-
problem

* Channel 5, Charleston, SC, interviewed for a feature story about domestic violence amidst the
pandemic, May 26, 2021.
https://www.live5news.com/2021/05/26/advocates-concerned-about-rise-domestic-violence-sc-
during-pandemic/

* Precinct Reporter, interviewed for an article about environmental racism, May 19, 2021.
https://www.precinctreporter.com/2021/05/19/environmental-racism-is-real-destructive-and-deadly/

* GenZ with Mackenzie, Invited for a podcast interview about social issues affecting Gen Z,
May 8, 2021.
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/gen-z-with-mackenzie/id1474687590

* Romper, quoted in story about baby names, May 5, 2021.
https://www.romper.com/life/2021-baby-name-trends

* Brides, quoted in story about love addiction, April 20, 2021.
https://www.brides.com/what-is-love-addiction-5179653
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» Cosmopolitan, quoted in story about sex and gender, March §, 2021.
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/sex-love/a25672074/sex-vs-gender-vs-sexual-orientation/

* Salon, quoted in story about narcissism, March 6, 2021.
https://www.salon.com/2021/03/06/narcissism-can-be-contagious--and-the-repercussions-
extend-beyond-relationships/

* Parents Magazine, quoted in story about explaining feminism to children, March 2, 2021.
https://www.parents.com/kids/education/what-is-feminism-in-terms-simple-enough-for-a-child/

* Romper, quoted in story about children’s play and guns, February 5, 2021.
https://www.romper.com/parenting/is-it-bad-to-let-kids-play-toy-guns

 Atlanta Journal-Constitution, quoted about the meaning of rituals and ceremonies and the
impact of losing them in the pandemic, December 15, 2020.
https://www.ajc.com/life/opinion-covid-19s-other-unnamed-victim-
ceremony/YZMVKHZ2UFGPHNSC3005NXYKSM/

* Romper, quoted in story about baby names, November 12, 2020.
https://www.romper.com/life/arya-game-of-thrones-baby-name

* Psycom, quoted in story about LGBTQ youth and suicide, September 30, 2020.
https://www.psycom.net/lgbtq-youth-suicide

+ Kansas Public Radio, interview about lonely college students and the pandemic, September §,
2020.

* The New York Times, quoted in story about when couples say I love you for the first time,
June 27, 2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/27/fashion/weddings/say-i-love-you-im-
waiting.html

» Atlanta Journal-Constitution, quoted extensively in article about police brutality and Black
Lives Matter, June 23, 2020. https://www.ajc.com/lifestyles/when-police-can-see-man-
humanity-things-can-help-but-turn-bad/CIHBFZESLDFQWp5Nyr5630/

» Sabbatical Homes, my article about sabbaticals, originally published in Inside Higher Ed, is
discussed here; https://blog.sabbaticalhomes.com/taking-a-sabbatical/

* Middlebury College Institute of International Studies, my article on self-care for faculty,
originally published in Inside Higher Ed, was cited in The Black Mirror, a publication about
diversity, equity and inclusion;
https://sites.miis.edu/blackmirror/2020/03/09/miis-speaks-self-care/

* Villanova University, my article about increasing writing productivity on an intense teaching
load, originally published in Inside Higher Ed, cited here for writing advice. April 9, 2020.
https://blog.library.villanova.edu/2020/04/09/remote-discoveries-a-synthesis-of-advice-for-
writing-at-home/
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 Northern Illinois University, my article about pandemic pedagogy was selected for reprint in
their resources for teaching and learning, March 20, 2020;
https://www.niu.edu/keepteaching/resources/what-do-we-need-to-teach-now.shtml

* Five Colleges Consortium (including Amherst College, Smith College, Mount Holyoke
College, UMass-Ambherst, and Hampshire College), my article about pedagogical shifts in the
age of COVID-19 was selected for reprint in their resources for online teaching, March 20, 2020;
https://www.fivecolleges.edu/dance/resources-for-distance-learning/general-tips-for-moving-
courses-online

* Tufts University, my article in Inside Higher Ed on priorities in teaching during a pandemic
was featured on their website. March 2020.
http://www.baypath.net/covidMaterial/EmotionalResilience.pdf

» Travel + Leisure, quoted in article about taking children out of school for family travel,
February 28, 2020. https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/family-vacations/why-i-take-
my-kids-out-of-school-to-travel

* Brookline High School, Boston, MA, my article was recommended to students and parents for
creating a more successful second semester, reprinted from Psychology Today, February 10,
2020.

http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/guidance/updates-from-bhs-counselingguid-dept-week-of-
february-10-2020

« Health, quoted in article about toxic and emotionally abusive relationships, January 23, 2020.
https://www.health.com/relationships/jessica-simpson-and-john-mayer-relationship

« Active Minds, nonprofit organization dedicated to student wellbeing and mental health; my
article on self-care, originally published in Inside Higher Ed, is referenced in their resources for
faculty for creating a culture of caring. https://www.activeminds.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Faculty-Resource Creating-a-Culture-of-Caring.pdf

« Medium, extensively interviewed and quoted in article about self-care and relationships,
January 1, 2020.
https://medium.com/authority-magazine/author-deborah-j-cohan-how-to-connect-with-yourself-
to-live-with-better-relationships-9113bf69603a

«Utah State University, my writing about reducing stress over holiday break for college
students and their parents was picked up and featured in the Aggie Parent and Family Newsletter,
November 2019. https://www.usu.edu/parents/news/newsletters/2019/november

* Institutional Research and Academic Career Development Scholars Library; my article on
self-care for faculty, originally published in Inside Higher Ed, was selected for career advice.
http://opa.uthscsa.edu/sites/opa/files/flyers/Career%20Advice%20LIFE%20IN%20ACADEMIA
%2C%?20rev%2001-25-19.pdf

 Tutoring 101 website; my article on meaningful campus tours was cited by this educational
consulting company. https://tutoring101.com/component/content/article/84-latest-projects/106-
10-places-to-explore-on-your-college-tour
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* Relied on as a content expert and interviewed for, and quoted extensively in, the book, Modern
Manhood: Conversations about the Complicated World of Being a Good Man Today, by Cleo
Stiller, Simon & Schuster, November 20109.
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Modern-Manhood/Cleo-Stiller/9781982132019

« Council on Contemporary Families, interviewed about sociological memoir and my
forthcoming book, August 6, 2019.
https://thesocietypages.org/ccf/2019/08/06/3g-with-deborah-j-cohan/

» Good Housekeeping, quoted in article about the mental health of college students, June 26,
2019.
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/wellness/a28185184/college-depression-anxiety-tips/

 Business News Daily, quoted in article about how employers can best support the LGBTQ
community, June 21, 2019. https://www.businessnewsdaily.com/15141-employee-coming-
out.html

* CNN, quoted in article and on video about rage rooms, June 12, 2019.
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/las-vegas-rage-rooms/index.htmi

* Real Simple, quoted in an article about home renovations with a partner, May 7, 2019.
https://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/home-improvement/renovations/home-
remodeling-couple

« Adobe, quoted in an article about student projects, April 22, 2019.
https://theblog.adobe.com/how-to-ensure-big-creative-projects-make-a-big-difference-in-
students-lives/

» Atlanta Journal-Constitution, quoted in article on child rapists, April 5, 2019.
https://www.ajc.com/lifestyles/are-doing-enough-protect-children-from-
predators/yOPwPpYM1VLOO0dnWpGwFML/

» Romper, quoted in article on childbirth, March 7, 2019.
https://www.romper.com/p/7-signs-childbirth-will-be-hard-for-you-16816751

e Tribune Times and MSN, quoted in article about divorce, December 28, 2018.
https://www.theactivetimes.com/healthy-living/one-sign-divorce

» Washington Informer, quoted in article about environmental racism, December 24, 2018.
https://washingtoninformer.com/from-slavery-to-civil-rights-and-environmental-racism/

« Cosmopolitan, quoted in article about not liking friends’ boyfriends. December 11, 2018.
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/sex-love/a25458702/best-friend-hates-boyfriend/

» The San Francisco Chronicle, quoted in article about racist hostility in schools, December 10,
2018. https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/otisrtaylorjr/article/Despite-promises-schools-don-t-
seem-to-get-13452421.php

» Teen Vogue, quoted in article about breasts and feminism, November 30, 2018.
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/you-dont-have-to-wear-a-bra
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* Brides, quoted in an article about planning for the holidays with a partner, November 21, 2018.
https://www.brides.com/story/how-to-avoid-fighting-with-your-fiance-over-the-holidays

e Martha Stewart Weddings, quoted in an article about self-care and wedding planning,
October 23, 2018.
https://www.marthastewartweddings.com/646878/why-self-care-is-important-before-wedding

* Bustle, quoted in an article about dark traits in people, October 19, 2018.
https://www.bustle.com/p/7-dark-traits-people-often-mistake-for-attractive-qualities-12596772

» How Seniors and Millennials Date: A New Comparative Study on Dating Habits, quoted in
article, October 2018. https://www.medicareadvantage.com/senior-dating-survey

* Bustle, quoted in article about relationships and commitment, October 2, 2018.
https://www.bustle.com/p/if-your-partner-does-these-7-things-youre-a-road-stop-not-the-
destination-12128805

*Vice News, quoted in an article on gender and emotions, October 2, 2018.
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/a3873p/the-gendering-of-emotions-could-be-linked-to-rates-
of-anxiety

» Washington Post, quoted in article about body image, September 28, 2018.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2018/10/02/i-failed-at-modeling-body-
positivity-for-my-kids-so-im-trying-this-approach-instead/?utm_term=.78f6068e857a

* Elite Daily, quoted in an article about self-esteem and self-love, September 5, 2018.
https://www.elitedaily.com/p/how-does-self-esteem-change-over-time-your-confidence-hits-its-
peak-at-age-60-study-says-11496032

* Bustle, quoted in an article about financial abuse, August 21, 2018.

https://www.bustle.com/p/if-your-partner-does-these-11-things-it-may-be-financial-abuse-
10139159

» The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, quoted in article about racism, August 12, 2018.
https://www.ajc.com/lifestyles/beware-living-while-black/vLgXs5NUVnUIlyRUNnEcBjMJ/

« Alternet, quoted in article on veganism and feminism, July 27, 2018.
https://www.alternet.org/food/heres-why-our-food-systems-are-central-feminist-issue

* Romper, quoted in article on eating disorders, July 20, 2018.
https://www.romper.com/p/8-signs-of-a-high-functioning-eating-disorder-9802033

*Rewire, quoted in article on self-care, July 18, 2018.
https://www.rewire.org/living/self-care-routine/

» Romper, quoted in follow up article on emotionally abusive mothers, July 11, 2018.
https://www.romper.com/p/if-your-mom-ever-says-these-7-things-its-actually-abusive-9726350

» Romper, quoted in article about signs of emotionally abusive mothers, July 9, 2018.
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https://www.romper.com/p/15-signs-you-have-emotionally-abusive-mom-according-to-
therapists-9703244

* Pure Wow, quoted in article about strengthening intimate relationships, June 27, 2018.
https://www.purewow.com/wellness/strengthen-relationship-july

e U.S. News & World Report, quoted in article about campus tours, June 4, 2018.
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/2018-06-04/10-key-places-to-see-on-
college-tours

* Romper, quoted in article about characteristics of sociopaths, June 1, 2018.
https://www.romper.com/p/if-you-get-these-6-thoughts-you-may-think-like-a-sociopath-9266301

* TODAY.com, quoted in article about the significance of objects and family history. May 13,
2018. https://www.today.com/parents/mother-s-day-one-mom-reflects-her-family-s-legacy-
1128806

» The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, quoted in article about sugar daddies and college students,
April 20, 2018, https://www.myajc.com/lifestyles/atlanta-hot-spot-for-sugar-daddies-willing-
pay-college-tuition/5GOVT6GLIdNFbZf7LuLpwO/

» Huffington Post, quoted in article about depression, April 17, 2018.
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ways-to-support-someone-with-high-functioning-
depression_us_5ab50350e4b054d118e21df6

» Teen Vogue, quoted in article about celebrities, divorce, and how people view their own
relationships. April 11, 2018
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/celebrity-breakups-love-isnt-dead

*Bankrate, quoted in article about personal loans and college debt. March 2018
https://www.bankrate.com/funnel/personal-loans/

Insight Magazine, quoted in article about dating apps among college students. March 2018
http://www.insightunr.com/reader/?publication=spring_issue

« Supercall, quoted in article about feminism and drinking. February 14, 2018
https://www.supercall.com/culture/why-drinking-as-a-woman-is-an-act-of-feminism

* Bustle, quoted in article about building intimacy. February 5, 2018
https://www.bustle.com/p/15-surprising-questions-to-ask-your-partner-to-build-emotional-
intimacy-in-your-relationship-8096071

e Romper, quoted in article about couples and intimacy. February 2, 2018
https://www.romper.com/p/10-embarrassing-things-to-do-together-that-will-make-you-your-
partner-closer-8101733

* Brit + Co. quoted in article on dining solo. February 1, 2018
https://www.brit.co/how-to-dine-alone/
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* The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, extensively quoted in article on women’s marches.
January 30, 2018. http://www.myajc.com/lifestyles/why-women-march-hat-moniker-strikes-
wrong/Mcdy1Nw174h2 A0bOiWdsHN/

* The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, extensively quoted in article on President Trump’s
comments about other countries, January 18, 2018.
http://www.myajc.com/lifestyles/out-the-president-heart-the-mouth-
speaks/dsZDom7x12SAAz6UfLcKEN/

» According to the University of Northern Colorado, the most viewed article in their College
Bound Colorado Blog pointed readers to my article:
https://twitter.com/UNC_Colorado/status/947507653554720768_ December 31, 2017.

o Lifezette: https://www.lifezette.com/momzette/put-those-college-kids-to-work-during-winter-
break/ December 28, 2017.

e Campus Magazine: http://www.campus.sg/loneliness-as-a-college-student-is-a-real-condition/
December 12, 2017.

« Campus Lately: http://campuslately.com/feel-lonely-college-ways-combat-feeling-lonely-
college/ October 24, 2017.

e Adelphi University: http://students.adelphi.edu/au_news/log-off-to-improve-your-mental-
health/ October 12, 2017.

» Slate, the author linked to an article of mine about faculty helping students move onto campus.
October 5, 2017.
http://www.slate.com/blogs/better life_lab/2017/10/05/professors_are_the new_therapists.html

e Cited in Convocation speech at Bates College, September 5, 2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfuSyPDz_ME.

» CJAD 800 RADIO, Montreal, Canada, #1 News Station in Montreal, interviewed by Leslie
Roberts about my article on the 21 point tune up for the Class of 2021, July 18, 2017.

*Vice News, extensively quoted in an article on fraternity hazing. June 13, 2017.
https://tonic.vice.com/en_us/article/more-stories-of-college-kids-dying-quietly-from-alcohol-
poisoning

* The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, extensively quoted in an article on a nation of kids and
adults behaving badly. June 6, 2017. http://www.myajc.com/lifestyles/parenting/life-with-gracie-
have-become-nation-kids-the-trend-adults-behaving-
badly/LIRU2bUwfQJkvS8hgHdtmO/?cn=bWVudGlvbg%3D%3D

e Webpage of therapist: http://www.lorensoeiro.net/psychology-today-the-lonely-college-
student/

» Psych2Go, featured interview for a website for millenials by millenials, on advice for after
graduation. May 2017. https://www.psych2go.net/deborah-cohan-interview/

* Vox, quoted in an article about feminism and intersectionality. January 25, 2017.
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https://www.vox.com/identities/2017/1/25/14355302/womens-march-feminism-intersectionality-
women-of-color-white-feminists

« KGO-AM RADIO, San Francisco, California, 61 Largest Radio Market in the United States,
interviewed by Ethan Bearman about conversations parents need to have with their college
bound children, August 8, 2016.
https://audioboom.com/boos/4912371-august-8-2016-sending-kids-to-college

« Lowcountry Weekly; “USCB Professor Writes for Utne Reader and Psychology Today,” June
13, 2016.

* The Island Packet, Sociology sponsored event on domestic violence, Fall 2015.
http://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/community/beaufort-news/bg-
military/article38724417.html

« Psychology Today, Interviewed in Spring 2015 for LGBTQ article.
* Fitness Magazine, Interviewed for article on hysterectomies, Spring 2015.

» The Christian Science Monitor, September 11, 2014, quoted in an article on why battered
women stay in abusive relationships. (Syndicated, and it appeared in The Alaska Dispatch
News as well). http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2014/0911/Why-1-Stayed-Ray-Rice-
video-rekindles-US-debate-on-abusive-relationships-video

» The Chronicle of Higher Education, September 8, 2014, referenced in “Scholars Challenge
Costly Annual Meetings As Too Exclusive” featured in: http://chronicle.com/article/Scholars-
Challenge-Costly/148663/

» WSAV-TV (Savannah, GA), http://www.wsav.com/story/22058203/usch-take-action-against-
domestic-violence

This clip from April 23, 2013 contains coverage of the first USCB Symposium on Intimacy and
Violence that I created with my class. A student is quoted with saying: “This class spiritually
challenged me a lot more than any class I've ever taken.”

» The Island Packet, coverage of Intimacy and Violence Symposium, April 23, 2013.

» Ayer Access Television, Invited panelist for Battered Women’s Resources, Inc. on television
show about domestic violence; aired in the fall and early winter of 2006.

» Malden Access Television, Invited panelist on television show about domestic violence; aired
regularly throughout November and December 2000.

 Brookline Cable News, Invited panelist on “The Safety Net,” a television show dealing with
domestic violence related topics; aired regularly throughout October 2000.

« USA Today, December 16, 1997, featured in special story in Life Section on
professional men who have been abusive in their relationships.
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Program Evaluation Experience:

Summer 2006

Research Consultant, Partners Healthcare System, Boston, MA

Involved in constructing and refining measurement tools for evaluation study in preparation for
conducting interviews with hospital and health care center providers and administrators to
evaluate free care patients’ transitions into primary care.

Awards, Honors, Nominations, and Community Recognition:
* Winner, Public Sociology Award, presented by the Eastern Sociological Society, Spring
2022. https://www.essnet.org/public-sociology-award

* Winner, Best Memoir in the Category of Caregiving, awarded by Memoir Magazine,
Spring 2022.
https://memoirmag.com/nonfiction/2022-memoir-prize-for-books-winners/

« Nominated by Rutgers University Press for a Pushcart Prize, this prize honors the best of
the small presses and is considered the most honored literary series in America. 2021.

« Nominated by Rutgers University Press for the Ohioana Book Award; this is one of the
most prestigious state prizes for literary work in the country. 2021.

« Nominated by Rutgers University Press for the Great Lakes New Writers Award by
Rutgers University Press. 2021.

* Book Award, Association for Humanist Sociology, Nominated by Dr. Janine Schipper. 2021.

* Regis College, Student Choice Award Committee, Nominated as Best Professor at the entire
college, 2010.

« Virginia Pyne Kaneb Faculty Scholar Award

Regis College, 2009-2010. This award provides financial assistance to faculty for activities such
as research and writing. Awarded for the purpose of continuing the development of a book: The
Grief of a Teacher: What It Means To Teach About Intimacy and Violence — that explores what it
means to teach about trauma through a sociological and feminist lens. Through auto-
ethnographic methods and case studies, | examine the connection of emotion and social
structure.

 Tufts University, 1999 and 2000 Senior Survey Awards

Selected by graduating seniors for two consecutive years 1) as an instructor of the best course
they took; students were asked to identify the course they felt “best characterized what a truly
excellent college course should be” and 2) as someone who greatly contributed to their
intellectual and personal development.

« American Sociological Association, Received travel award to attend annual meetings in
Anaheim, CA, August 2001.


https://www.essnet.org/public-sociology-award
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 Alfred McClung Lee Travel Award, 1997 and 2001 money awarded for travel to the Society
for the Study of Social Problems annual conferences in Toronto, Canada in August 1997 and
Anaheim, CA, August 2001. Presentations entitled “A Sometimes Symbiotic Relationship:
Reflections on Teaching Domestic Violence and Counseling Batterers,” (1997) and “Rage in the
Matrix of Domination,” (2001).

» Louise Troxell Award, nominated by the Sociology Department at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Award given to an outstanding senior woman for “intellectual ability and
curiosity, good citizenship, appreciation for the world outside herself and an interest in
participating in its affairs.”

« Alpha Kappa Delta, University of Wisconsin—Madison, International Honor Society for
sociology majors.

» The Crucible, University of Wisconsin—Madison, junior women’s honor society; among 20
women chosen across campus on the basis of high scholastic achievement and community
involvement.

» Golden Key National Honor Society, selected on the basis of class rank in the top ten percent
of college undergraduates nationwide.

Additional Certifications:
» Completed advanced certification training in adult batterers’ intervention, co-sponsored by the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Fall 2006.

» Completed certification training in adolescent perpetrators’ intervention, co-sponsored by the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Spring 2000.

» Completed certification training in adult batterers’ intervention, co-sponsored by the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Fall 1994.

» Earned certification as a trained facilitator for Deep River groups (focused on self-care,
work/life balance, and creativity) in Spring 2013. For more information, please see the website:
www.deepriverwithin.com.

Community Writing Programs/ Teaching Creative Nonfiction:
* Invited Writing Teacher, Muse Writing Center, Norfolk, Virginia, offering classes via Zoom:
Writing about Family Secrets
Writing about Families
Writing about Parents
Introduction to Memoir
Fundamentals of Memoir
Intermediate Memoir
Advanced Memoir
Memoir Intensive Camp



http://www.deepriverwithin.com/

* Invited Writing Teacher for Memoir University, a part of Memoir Magazine based in Durham,
North Carolina; offering classes via Zoom:

Writing About Family Secrets

Writing About Parents

* Invited Writing Teacher, Literary Cleveland, taught a creative nonfiction writing class in
person, February, 2020

Participation in Writing Institutes and Classes/Enrolled in Creative
Nonfiction Writing Workshops

* “Advanced Memoir Workshop,” taught by Patricia Hampl, North Beach Writers Retreat,
Minnesota, virtual workshop, June 12-13, 2021.

* “Corporeal Writing Workshop,” taught by Lidia Yuknavitch, Portland, Oregon, March 2018.

* “Fiction/Memoir Workshop,” taught by Andre Dubus Ill, Fine Arts Work Center, June 2016,
Provincetown, Massachusetts.

» Key West Literary Seminar, January 2016.

* “Unlocking the Story,” taught by Joan Wickersham, Fine Arts Work Center, June 2014,
Provincetown, Massachusetts.

* Grub Street’s Muse and the Marketplace Literary Conference in Boston, Massachusetts,
May 2014.

* “The Self as the Story: Writing in the First Person,” taught by Ariel Levy, Fine Arts Work
Center, July 2010, Provincetown, Massachusetts.

* “Into the Fire,” The Sun Writers’ Conference, May 2009, Rowe, Massachusetts.

* Union Institute and University, Montpelier, VT, August 2004; enrolled in creative non-fiction
writing course taught by Sue William Silverman.

» Blue Hills Writing Institute, Curry College, Milton, MA, August 2003; enrolled in intensive
memoir writing workshop with writer, Rebecca McClanahan.

* Grub Street Writers, Somerville, MA; enrolled in memoir writing workshop, Fall 2000.
Membership in Professional Organizations:

* Southern Sociological Society

» Eastern Sociological Society




