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Pritchards Island Research
Call for Proposals: 2026

Deadline: 5:00 PM, Friday, January 30, 2026

Mission of the Pritchards Island Research Program:  to develop a living laboratory centered on Pritchards Islands that includes creative, programmatic research and educational opportunities for faculty, students and regional partners, in order to establish a baseline for the study of barrier islands that attracts and retains top notch scientists, faculty and students with a passion for conserving and preserving the fragile local marine environment.

Vision of the Pritchards Island Research Program: In its natural state, the Pritchards Island ecosystem contains a vast array of flora and fauna, some of which are unique to barrier islands and others that are endangered. Adding to that, the dynamic geomorphology of barrier islands as a result of waves, tides, currents, ocean storms, and other natural phenomenon creates a living laboratory for studying how coastlines evolve under natural and human pressures. The study of this natural coastline buffer is essential for developing conservation, preservation, and resiliency plans for the Lowcountry’s coastline, wetlands, and local marine environment.

Therefore, to maximize the impact of Pritchards Island, USCB seeks to develop creative research and educational opportunities for faculty, students and the local community that increase understanding of the significant geographical, ecological, cultural, and economic value of the state’s sea islands. We will do this by establishing a robust, wide-ranging, barrier island research program centered around Pritchards Island, and which takes advantage of the pristine, wholly natural condition of the island. Through this program we will enhance faculty and student research and learning, not only at USCB but also from around the region, the US and potentially internationally, while simultaneously serving as a focal point for community engagement on coastal conservation, preservation, and resiliency.

Pritchards Island Research Program Grants for 2026:  Applicants should understand that source of these research funds is the State of South Carolina.  Therefore, the intent behind the current research program is to develop a repository of research that contributes to the University’s and State’s understanding of the issues and opportunities inherent in coastal living to include developing conservation, preservation, and resiliency plans for the Lowcountry’s coastline, wetlands, and local marine environment and/or raising awareness for the need of those plans.  The long-term goal of the Pritchards Island research program is a centralized research program where specific research projects – both funded and unfunded by the Center - are based on identified knowledge gaps in that understanding or specific needs identified by the University, the State or regional partners.

That said, Pritchards Island is a pristine barrier island located on the Atlantic Ocean at the mouth of Port Royal Sound less than 25 miles from Beaufort SC. Mr. Philip Rhodes donated Pritchards Island in 1983 with the intent that it be maintained in essentially a wilderness condition, conserving and preserving its plant and animal life. He conveyed his intent that the island be used for charitable, educational, scientific and general public purposes, including, but not limited to, educational and scientific research regarding all the attributes of an undeveloped barrier island, such as the flora and fauna existing thereon, the marine environment, geological formations, beach accretion and erosion, and archaeological excavations, all while ensuring the Island will be available for such purposes in perpetuity. 
 
In compliance with Mr. Rhodes wishes, the 2026 review committee will consider a wide range of research topics and projects that address charitable, educational, scientific and/or general public purposes, to include, but not limited to, educational and scientific research regarding all the attributes of an undeveloped barrier island. 

Eligibility:	
1. All tenured and tenure-track USCB faculty are eligible to apply.
2. Local and regional affiliated researchers are eligible to apply.
a. Prospective researchers that are not a member of the University of South Carolina system must be affiliated with USCB in order to conduct research on Pritchards Island.
b. Being affiliated requires having a USCB sponsor who must register the affiliate in the PeopleSoft Human Capital Management system.
3. Prospective researchers seeking access vice funding (i.e., funding provided by another source) are also eligible to apply.  These individuals are subject to the same requirements as those listed in items 1 & 2 above and throughout the remainder of this call for proposals.

Application Procedure:  Submit proposals as a single pdf or Word document. If extra images are necessary for review (e.g., photos of an art installation) an appendix may be included, but the appendix should not be used to circumvent the length restriction. Submit proposals not later than 5pm on Friday January 30, 2026 to either Dr. Kim Richie (kritch@uscb.edu) or Mr. Dave Hall (dh71@uscb.edu).  

Proposals must be written so that interdisciplinary panel members can understand what is being proposed and why it is important to Pritchards Island (i.e., not overly technical).  All proposed projects must be able to be completed within a one-year period. 

Required elements: 
1. Project narrative: The narrative of the proposal should be 3-5 pages (no more than five) of single-spaced text, using an 11-point font (Times New Roman or Arial) and 1-inch margins. Sections to be included in the narrative are:
a. Background. Ensure you sufficiently articulate how the proposed project is related to or benefits Pritchards Island or the long-range goals of the Pritchards Island Research Program.
b. Goals and Objectives. What are they and how will they be assessed?
c. Methodology and Expected Results. Ensure you include in this section, the number of Pritchards Island visits required to achieve your research goals and objectives (i.e., a proposed timeline). Additionally, in an effort to preserve the Island for future generations, also identify in your proposal any potential impacts to natural, historic or cultural resources or the greater environment on the Island and describe your plan to mitigate those impacts.  
2. Curriculum Vitae (CV): CVs of no more than three pages each for the PI/Activity Lead and any listed consultants or collaborators. 
3. Current & Pending Support: A list of all current and pending support, including the title, sponsor, amount requested/awarded, project dates, and goals/objectives for each funded or pending grant or contract. 
4. Detailed Budget: A detailed budget including as needed: personnel (salary and fringe benefits), travel, supplies, small equipment, consultants/contractual obligations, and other expenses.  
5. Budget Justification: A budget justification, detailing the need for each item requested in the context of the proposed project. 

Grant Review Process:  Submitted proposals undergo a competitive review by the EVCAA appointed Pritchards Island Research Review Committee. Proposals must include evidence of local relevance and that it conforms to appropriate standards for scholarship in its discipline. The project should be well planned, feasible, and realistically budgeted. In evaluating applications, the Committee ranks received proposals for funding after considering the following factors:

1. Priority Points (10 points): Proposals that directly contribute to the vision of the Pritchards Island Research Program and the long-term goals of its research program, receive ten extra priority points.

2. Background, Goals, and Objectives (10 points): Provide enough background information to place your goals and objectives in the larger context of the field of study. The goal of the project should be clear and relevant to the Lowcountry region in general and Pritchards Island specifically. Objectives should be assessable by either quantitative or qualitative means. The scope of the project should be reasonable for a one-year period of performance.

3. Methodology and Expected Results (10 points): Provide sufficient information about methodology to allow reviewers to determine the likelihood of success of the project during the grant’s period of performance (March 1, 2026 –December 31, 2026). If planning to use methods that are not standard to your field, provide literature references. Explain how you will assess objectives, what results you expect to obtain, and how those results will be used for future work and/or publication.

4. Budget and budget justification (10 points): Budgets should be appropriate to the project, not too high or too low. Everything listed should be absolutely necessary to accomplish your objectives and nothing that is absolutely necessary should be omitted. If you have an item(s) required for grant execution but not listed in the budget, explain where it will come from and how you will pay for it (e.g., belongs to a collaborator, purchased from other funding, etc.). Similarly, if your funding is through another sponsor and you are simply seeking access to conduct your research, ensure the name of the sponsor is provided.  Allowable expenses include salary and fringe for PIs, hourly wages and benefits for student research assistants or other temporary workers, supplies, consultants and contractors, travel, and other (e.g., small value incentives for participants, publication costs). Any food included must be for individuals who are not employees of the state of South Carolina (e.g., food for workshops, training, participant incentives and meetings involving attendees not employed by the state). Not allowed: tuition and fees for students or entertainment expenses. 

Awards:  For 2026, the Pritchards Island Research Program will make available up to $200,000 for wide ranging research projects.  
1. The committee will use a tiered approach to awarding these funds with a cap of $27,500 for the top four grants and the balance of funds being distributed among remaining authorized/awarded projects.  
2. Based on available funds, grants will be funded up to the full amount providing their budgets are carefully explained and fully justified. (See Grant Review Process below.) 
3. The committee reserves the right to alter the award amount depending on the quality of the budget justification or limited remaining funds. 
4. The committee anticipates making award announcements by the end of February 2026.
5. The period of performance for this year’s grant runs from March 1, 2026, through December 31, 2025. (Multi-year grants are not authorized; however, extensions may be considered on a case-by-case basis should extenuating circumstance arise.)
6. There are terms and conditions associated with an award/authorization to conduct research on Pritchards Island.  PI’s awarded funds by the Pritchards Island Research Program, and those authorized to conduct research but not funded by the Center will be required to adhere to USCB’s standard operating procedures for Pritchards Island.  Awarded and authorized researchers will be provided a copy of the SOP along with their award/authorization notification. Key requirements included in the SOP and called out here for awareness include:
a. End of Project Report:  The grant recipient must submit a written summary/final report of results to the Director of the Pritchards Island Research Program within 30 days of the end of the project or the end of the award period. Failure to submit a final report will result in disqualification for future grants until the report is submitted.
b. Accessibility and Preservation. In compliance with Mr. Rhodes’ requirement to ensure Pritchards Island is available for these types of activities (e.g., research & education programs) in perpetuity, USCB has established procedures for accessing Pritchards Islands and documenting damage on the Island.  
1) Affiliated researchers must complete and have approved the Pritchards Island Visiting Researcher Agreement before being granted access to the island. 
2) All approved researchers must abide by these accessibility and preservation procedures for the duration of their research project.  Failure to do so will result in loss of visitation and research privileges.
c. Acknowledgement. If the funded project is presented and/or published, the presentation or publication should include an acknowledgement that the research was conducted with support from USCB’s Pritchards Island Research Program.
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