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USCB’s Intro to Sport and Event Manage-
ment class put on a 5K race and 1-mile bud-
dy run benefitting Pockets Full Of Sunshine. 
Students, faculty, staff, “Rays” and their families 
came for a great time. Source Link

USCB Department of English, the Arts, & In-
terdisciplinary Studies in “Proof,” a play by Da-
vid Auburn. So proud of these students and 
director Libby Ricardo. Source Link.

 The future of science is at USCB! These 
student researchers presented their proj-
ects: Joanna Boney, historic shorelines of 
local barrier islands; Denia Lopez, red tide 
internship at Motes Marine Lab in Florida; 
Abby Rogers, planarian (flatworm) regen-
eration; Savannah Reid, brain tissue analy-
sis; Sabrina Jones, chicken embryo skeletal 
staining and development. Source Link 

Spring Island, SC where USCB early elemen-
tary and elementary future teaching learned 
about place-based life science. These USCB 

STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS:

Happy New Year, Sand Sharks! 
The beginning of a new year and 
a new semester provides an op-
portunity for us to reflect on the 
accomplishments of the past year 
and congratulate ourselves on a 
job well done.  Similarly, recog-
nizing and celebrating the accom-
plishments of our USCB students 
is essential for promoting a posi-
tive and supportive learning envi-
ronment, and for helping students 
to achieve their full potential. In 
this edition of the newsletter, we 
are proud to share the many ac-
complishments of our dedicated 
and hardworking students who 
have excelled in a wide range of 
areas, including academics, re-
search, leadership, and communi-
ty service. These achievements are 
a testament to their hard work, 
dedication, and talent. Congratu-
lations to all of our students, and 
best wishes for a successful and 
prosperous 2023.

Eric Skipper
Provost & EVCAA		

Angela Simmons	
Vice Chancellor for Student 
Development
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USCB Celebrates These Success Stories

https://www.facebook.com/UniversityofSouthCarolinaBeaufort/posts/pfbid0QLchc34sfzQ9ZpMa9pzPtyWcu9ZsgeuUNQ591qYyfRfAv1QT26a1FA3kyeXVpi3Kl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVbkFpIkkj2E-IxCc_IOHyRbhbAwodtxMdl6ZGvG23aCR_j59ZD_myTw8yrs3c_zmuKpSh1NgVguqlN71TT5XA5KhFHeDPzbH6XBEBnMBGIXF21HstHE8DtqvI8VsshQfeyQxYkp7cIqj9am8z33lOkyZAJnWkkZaHBT4muvWBKXHEIDWT_eudeyD6-Fc1dK70&__tn__=%2CO*F
https://www.sepaonline.com/index.htm
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=519112940237234&set=a.485167126965149&__tn__=%2CO*F
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=520754066739788&set=a.485167126965149&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUKVZLiAXeFtiJE1wyXZyXhgrL7KGrCxzXn2IOkZ44huiPvemQy4yxV978qs1XcXs_6dyt1b4sB5OF3JXiiQwzOVv1FEWdTClogY1kTVW5VEbX1rnaWYhOXBo3BmCjM01mV5zeDdXkN4e4BfkqIAf9l-6mqb_OYk3q1UEKoAXMY9JPszCIXRKeDYhne5LQxMOU&__tn__=%2CO*F


PAGE 2	 USCB SHARK TALES Celebrating Stories of USCB Student and Alumni Success	 FALL 2022

students enjoyed this fantastic field trip 
to Spring Island! Source Link

19 USCB students toured the Gulfst-
ream Aerospace facilities in Savannah, 
GA with Dr. Ron Erdei and Mr. Matt 
Heightland (CIO at USCB), with two 
alumni of the USCB CSCI program (Ivana 
and Mike) who now work at Gulfstream. 
Source Link

Isabella Sineo and Samantha Taylor 
(Psychology Majors at USCB) worked 
with Dr. Carmen Farrell on their capstone 
research projects and presented their 
results at the Georgia Undergraduate 
Research Conference in November 2022. 
Source Link

Outstanding Student Workers USCB 
Facilities - by Norman Varnes: Caleb 
Freeman and Aiden Driscoll–Sadusky. 
Fins Up!

Edra Stephens (USCB ENGLISH MA-
JOR) is the first USCB student to be se-
lected as a manuscript fellow for a pres-
tigious writer’s retreat: “The Watering 
Hole.” The retreat will begin December 
26th, where she will hone in on her pro-
fessional writing skills and bring her own 
literary works such as a piece of her nov-
el “Born White Dying Black.” Source Link

Tgaja John-
son (Informa-
tion Science 
and Technolo-
gy Major) won 
scholarships 
to Two Com-
puting Confer-
ences for this 

fall. She attended the 2022 CMD-IT/ACM 
Richard Tapia Celebration of Diversity in 
Computing Conference in Washington 
D.C in September. At the same time, she 

will be attending the Grace Hopper Cele-
bration of Women in Computing virtually. 
Source Link

Beaufort College Honors Students 
visited the CDC (Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention) headquarters and 
Emory University in September 2022. 
They saw presentations from major con-
tributors of Public Health at the CDC 
which expanded on the knowledge they 
learn in the classroom. The students also 
received insight on the journey to gradu-
ate programs from graduate students at 
Laney Graduate School at Emory Univer-
sity. Source Link

Honors Nursing Majors Raise 
Funds, Featured in the News 

When Nursing Honors students at 
the University of South Carolina Beau-
fort were assigned a service-learning 
project this spring, Dr. Jo Kuehn, Assis-
tant Professor of Nursing, asked them 
to address a health need of a vulnerable 
population. The students chose Beau-
fort-based children’s advocacy, domes-
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=509485174533344&set=a.485167126965149&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXepw36HSRABbpEDjDcw3URmWZSc3Swz7MvakCSB53GkHkTXCFqrm9OMjlpMg1B2csZRrhZwsTkW2sC2RXR_x2gNbiRyrrM4PoXawKY5dlSuBuuqtLr7kphKuDdd6Fmc5Z0ZJzp_IvuNmX6xx0CULaI66QW4hbenUW0gZXdDpAQnfPPtZiIBz1U4DOKjfumSyY&__tn__=%2CO*F
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=493208902827638&set=a.485167126965149&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV8wHC3aMZGtpOGk6ypMlU8jNI4fu_NxLmsEBRm1rD2t-hBsnDVKAYz6t4EchGT42Fso3WjjT-h7OlO9QbsIEVgbp2A1Gyrwmkkmp7dO8ThWC-dPZrv48s6EWWNwFK4MIuuVwPtJB36P4j0N5_xKX_WphVet8Cetm7_bTOBKUA2Hd9vQB7-gkdvvLt30MtCsAI&__tn__=%2CO*F
https://www.valdosta.edu/urc/documents/2022-gurc-program-and-schedule.pdf
https://yourislandnews.com/uscb-student-selected-for-prestigious-writers-workshop/
https://uscbeinformed.squarespace.com/blog/2022/8/5/tgaja-johnson-wins-scholarships-to-two-computing-conferences
https://uscbeinformed.squarespace.com/blog/2022/10/12/honors-students-visit-cdc
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tic violence and rape crisis center Hope-
ful Horizons. The class raised $1,345 by 
holding a kickball tournament on the 
university’s Bluffton campus, partner-
ing with Evolve Nutrition of Beaufort to 
create special drinks for the fundrais-
er, and conducting a GoFundMe.com 
campaign. The class then presented a 
symbolic check to Hopeful Horizons 
Community Educator Rose Ewing. News 
Media Source Link

Math Summer Camp

Twenty-one students from the Jas-
per County School District received 
hands-on STEM training at USCB 
during summer 2022 with the Math 
Opportunities in the Summer for Ridge-
land-Hardeeville High School students.

Dr. Volkan Sevim, Associate Professor 
in Mathematics, helped organize the 
event. News Media Source Link

Transatlantic Mobility Grant

The French Embassy’s Transatlantic 
Mobility Grant awarded grant funds 
for USCB students to study in France 

STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS:
(Continued from page 2)

and Europe during summer 2022. The 
scholarships funded by the grant— 
and additional money provided by the 
Provost Eric Skipper’s office and Beaufort 
College Honors (for the 3 honors 
students) —made a huge difference 
in the lives of (L to R) Kari Dennis, Kai 
Bangs, Jules Duterte, Jarrett Kizer, 
Sherry Rodriguez, Jessica Garcia Zena, 
Kaylee Aiken, and Madelyn Morzenti.  
The students used the funds to enroll 
in the Maymester course “French 
Francophone Pluralities” and prepared 
to learn how immigration to France has 
shaped the country’s culture, politics, 
and economy. Source Link

USCB students were featured by 
the French Embassy’s Instagram. 
Source Link

Beaufort College Honors
Five USCB Honors Biology majors 

graduated early at the inaugural De-
cember Commencement exercises.

Joanna Boney

Abby Elizabeth Brown 

Ashley Hensley 

Samuel Messinides 

Iesha Shannon Varia 
Whittaker 

https://yourislandnews.com/uscb-nursing-honors-students-help-hopeful-horizons/
https://yourislandnews.com/uscb-nursing-honors-students-help-hopeful-horizons/
https://www.wjcl.com/article/jasper-county-students-getting-hands-on-at-uscb-stem-camp/40656478
https://uscbeinformed.squarespace.com/blog/2022/6/21/uscb-students-visit-and-study-in-multicultural-france
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cdqk2wHMcXI/
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Accolades for These Students and Alumni!
Carmella Cough-
lin-Torres (USCB 
Senior – Psy-
chology Major & 
Communication 
Studies Major) 
co-published a 
research article, 
“Solitude, seclu-
sion, and survival: Stories from older 
adults in the Lowcountry during the 
COVID-19 pandemic” with co-authors 
(Violette, Roberts, Lahar, Nadeau, & 
Reindl) in the Carolinas Communication 
Annual journal. Journal Link

 
Melfry Gonzalez 
(USCB Honors 
Biology Major) 
was accepted 
to UofSC School 
of Medicine – 
Greenville. 
 

Sophia Peach (USCB Alumna Commu-
nications Major) SOUTHEAST EMMY 
STUDENT PRODUCTION AWARD WIN-
NER (2022)- Live Sports/Game Catego-
ry. Play Like a Girl: An Equitable Sports 
Production of Softball. Southeast Emmy 
Student Production Awards. Source Link

 

Poppy Miller (USCB Alumna Commu-
nications Major) was awarded the “Best 
Presenter” by the World Soccer Talk 
organization. Source Link

Jeremy Smalls – 
(USCB Alumnus Com-
munications Major) 
SOUTHEAST EMMY 
STUDENT PRODUC-
TION AWARD NOM-
INEE (2022)- Docu-
mentary. How History 
Shaped the Identity 

of the Black Community. Southeast Emmy 
Student Production Awards.

STUDENT ATHLETE ACHIEVEMENTS 

USCB’s Women’s Soccer players Kristin 
Beltestad (Business Administration), 
Anniken Brodersen (Psychology), 
Synne Bye-Andersen (Business Admin-
istration), Aurya Downey (Biology), 
Henriette Harr-Haga (Business Ad-
ministration), Mari Kalvatn (Business 
Administration), Lexi Kaeser (Biology), 
Marcela Shartouny (Business Ad-
ministration), Tine Ebbesen Vangen 
(Business Administration), and Emily 
Worrell (Sociology) were awarded the 
honor of being named Daktronics Wom-
en’s Soccer Scholar-Athletes. The 2022 list 
includes students who achieved at least 
a 3.5 GPA at their institution. 

Jacob Mitchell 
(Computational 
Science) placed 
157th out of 318 
male runners at the 
NAIA Cross Country 
Nationals in Talla-
hasse, Florida in 
November.  

Cydney Stevenson 
(Honors Nursing) 
placed 1st at the 16th 
Annual Sand Shark 
Invitational in October. 
She clocked a 20:02.8 
mark in the 5k race and 
took home the gold.

Ashleigh Mead 
(Business Adminis-
tration) tied for 5th 
place at the Music 
City Fall Invitational. It 
was held at Twelve 
Stones Golf Club in 
Tennessee in October.

Jacob Thomas 
(Business Adminis-
tration) and 
Christofer Hammar 
(Business Adminis-
tration) tied for 8th 
after day one at the 
Coastal Georgia Fall 
Invitational in 
September. The two 
players from USCB 
men’s golf team tied 
at 6-under 210.

https://carolinascommunication.org/journal/
https://uscbathletics.com/news/2022/8/1/general-sand-shark-alum-sophia-peach-wins-uscbs-first-ever-southeast-emmy-student-production-award.aspx
https://worldsoccertalk.com/2022/08/01/2022-world-soccer-talk-awards-winners-announced/

